










SAYER, Robert (1725-1794) & John BENNET (d.1787), publishers. - Thomas JEFFERYS (d. 1771), 
engraver. 
The North-American Pilot for Newfoundland, Labradore, the Gulf and River St.Laurence: Being a 
collection of Sixty Accurate Charts and Plans, drawn from the original surveys: taken by James Cook 
and Michael Lane, Surveyors, and Joseph Gilbert, and other Officers in the King’s Service. [Part the 
first] [With:] (Part the Second). The North-American Pilot for New England, New York, Pensilvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia; also the Two Carolinas, and Florida. Drawn from the Original Surveys, taken 
by Capt. John Gascoigne, Joshua Fisher, Jacob Blamey, and other officers and pilots in his Majesty’s 
service. 

London:  R. Sayer & J. Bennett,  1777 [Part I]; 1776 [Part II]. 2 volumes, folio. Part I: Folio (22 x 15 
1/2 inches). Copy of Captain Cook’s letter facing the title, 1p. dedication to Palliser signed in print by 
Sayer, 2pp. Index of charts. 22 engraved charts. Part II: Folio (21 1/2  x 15 inches). 10 double-page or 
folding engraved charts. Part I: Contemporary calf-backed marbled paper-covered boards, calf tips, 
spine with raised bands.  Part II: Original marbled paper wrappers uniform to the marbled paper of 
part one. The two parts contained within two uniform blue morocco backed cloth boxes, spine with 
raised bands tooled in gilt, lettered in the second compartment, the others with a repeat decoration 
in gilt. 
An incredible American cartographic rarity: the complete North American Pilot, including Captain 
James Cook’s monumental surveys of Newfoundland and Labrador, as well as the most important 
coastal charts of America at the start of the Revolution, including Anthony Smith’s famed chart of 
the Chesapeake.
The first part of the North American Pilot comprises the most thorough and detailed mapping of 
the Canadian territory ceded to Great Britain at the end of the French and Indian war.  Surveys of 
the region were immediately ordered, as the waterways were deemed of vital economic importance 
to the inland fur trade.  Selected for the task were James Cook and Michael Lane. “The charting of 
Newfoundland and southern Labrador by Cook, in the years 1763-7, and by his successor Michael 
Lane, in 1768-73, was unequalled, for thoroughness and method, by any previous hydrographic work 
by Englishmen; and it produced the first charts of this extensive and difficult coastline that could (in 
the words of a later hydrographer) ‘with any degree of safety be trusted by the seaman’” (Skelton & 
Tooley).  For Cook, his accomplishment  led directly to his being commissioned to the Endeavor, 
launching his reputation as the greatest maritime explorer of his age, and perhaps of all time.  Cook’s 
charts were first published in 1769 (under the title A Collection of Charts, but containing only 10 
maps); in 1775, they were republished with additions by Jefferys within the first part of the North 
American Pilot.  Present here is the second edition of the first part of the North American Pilot, 
containing the full complement of charts, with additions updating information on the eve of the 
Revolution.  A third edition would appear in 1779 and with later versions by Laurie and Whittle 
published into the 19th century.  All early editions are rare.
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[Part the first]
1) A General Chart of the Island of Newfoundland ... James Cook and Michael Lane, Surveyors.  
10 May 1775. Double-page.
2) A Chart of the Banks of Newfoundland ... Chabert, Cook and Fleurieu.  25 March 1775. 
Double-page.
3) A Chart of the South-east part of Newfoundland, containing the Bays of Placentia, St. Mary, 
Trepassey and Conception. 10 May 1770. Double-page.
4) Trinity Harbour / Carboniere and Harbour Grace / St. John’s Harbour. 10 May 1770. Single 
page.
5) The Harbour of Trepassey with Mutton and Biscay Bays / The Road and Harbour of Placentia 
by James Cook / St. Mary’s Harbour. 10 May 1770. Single page.
6) A Chart of Part of the South coast of Newfoundland including the Islands of Langley, St. 
Peters and Miquelon with the southern entrance into the Gulf of St. Laurence ... James Cook, 
Surveyor.  Folding map on three sheets joined, with an attached flap extending Fortune Bay to 
Cape Mille.
7) A New Map of Nova Scotia, and Cape Breton Island with the adjacent parts of New England 
and Canada . Thomas Jefferys. 15 June 1775. Double page.
8) The Island of Sable. 10 May 1770. Single page.
9) A Chart of the Harbour of Halifax, in Nova Scotia ... by Charles Morris, Chief Surveyor. 25 
March 1775. Double page.
10) A Draught of the Gut of Canso, between Nova Scotia and Cape Breton Island / A Plan of Port 
Dauphin / A Plan of Murgain or Cow Bay. 25 March 1775. Single page.
11) A Chart of the Gulf of St. Laurence. 25 March 1775. Double page.
12) A Chart of Magdalen Islands in the Gulf of St. Laurence. [No date]. Single page.
13) A Map of the Island of St. John in the Gulf of St. Laurence ... Captain Holland. 6 April 1775. 
Double page.
14) A Plan of Chaleur Bay, in the Gulf of St. Laurence. 25 March 1775. Single page.
15) A Plan of Ristigouche Harbour in Chaleur Bay. 25 March 1775. Single page.
16) A Chart of the West Coast of Newfoundland ... By James Cook, Surveyor. 10 May 1770. 
Folding map on three sheets joined.
17) A Chart of the Straights of Bellisle with part of the coast of Newfoundland and Labradore ... 
Surveyed by James Cook in 1766 and Michael Lane in 1769. 10 May 1770. Folding map on two 
sheets joined.
18) A Chart of part of the Coast of Labradore, from the Straights of Bell Isle to Cape Bluff, 
Surveyed by Joseph Gilbert. 10 May 1770. Double page.
19) A Chart of Part of the Coast of Labradore, from Grand Point to Shecatica, Surveyed by 
Michael Lane. 10 May 1770. Double page.
20-22) A New Chart of the River St. Laurence from the Island of Anticosti to the Falls of Richelieu: 
With all the Islands, Rocks, Shoals and Soundings ... Taken by order of Charles Saunders. 16 
February 1775. Folding map on 12 sheets, joined as 3.

In 1776, shortly after news of American Independence reached Great Britain, the publishers Sayer and 
Bennett issued a second part to their previously published North American Pilot, to encompass the 
coast line of the American colonies.  The maps issued here include famed cartographic productions by 
John Gascoigne, Joshua Fisher, Anthony Smith and others.  Many maps include additions reflecting 
the early battles of the war (such as, the plan of Charlestown, showing the attack on Fort Sullivan). 
This second part of the North American Pilot was first published in 1776 [as the present copy], and 
subsequently reissued in 1777.  Copies of part the second are rarely found accompanying part the 
first, and copies of the 1776 first edition of part the second are of the utmost rarity.



[Part the second]
1) A Chart of the Harbour of Boston. [No date]. Folding on two sheets joined.
2) Chart of the Entrance of Hudson’s River, from Sandy Hook to New York. 1 June 1776. Double 
page.
3) A Chart of Delaware Bay and River ... By Joshua Fisher. 10 July 1776. Double page.
4-5) A New and Accurate Chart of the Bay of Chesapeake ... Chiefly from those of Anthony Smith. 
1 July 1776. Folding on 4 sheets, joined as two.
6) A Plan of Cape Fear River from the Bar to Brunswick. 1 July 1776. Double page.
7) An Exact Plan of Charles-Town Bar and Harbour ... With the attack of Fort Sullivan on the 
28th of June 1776. 31 August 1776. Double page.
8) A Plan of Port Royal in South Carolina. Survey’d by Capn. John Gascoigne. 15 May 1776. 
Folding.
9) A Plan of the River and Sound of D’Awfoskee in South Carolina. Surveyed by Captain John 
Gascoigne. 15 May 1776. Double page.
10) A Plan of Amelia Harbour and Barr in East Florida ... By Jacob Blamey. 1 July 1776. Double 
page.

Beddie 1938; Howes J84; Phillips, Atlases 1209; Sabin 55557; Skelton & Tooley, “The Marine Surveys of James 
Cook in North America” 15 in Tooley, The Mapping of America.
(#23495)	   

$ 275,000



CHURCHMAN, John (1753-1805). 
To the American Philosophical Society this Map of the Peninsula between Delaware & Chesopeak [sic] 
Bays with the said Bays and Shores adjacent drawn from the most Accurate Surveys is inscribed by John 
Churchman. 

[Philadelphia or Baltimore:  circa 1778-1779]. Engraved map (attributed to have been engraved by 
Henry Dawkins), original hand-colouring in outline. Sheet size: 22 1/2 x 18 inches. 
A great rarity of American cartography: one of the few maps produced in America in the Revolutionary 
period.
A great American cartographic rarity: the first issue of John Churchman’s map of the Chesapeake Bay 
and its environs, with emphasis on Delaware and the eastern shore of Maryland, separately published 
during the American Revolution. It is a highly important map of the centerpiece of the middle Atlantic 
region, and one of only a handful of maps produced in the revolutionary era, when the printing trades 
had largely ceased ambitious projects. Its primary reason for being was to aid another ambitious 
project, a canal connecting the Chesapeake and the Delaware Bays.
In 1764, Chester County, Pennsylvania resident Thomas Gilpin, Sr. first proposed a canal through the 
northern portion of the Delmarva Peninsula to connect the head of the Chesapeake with the Delaware 
River.  The advantages of such a canal were huge; the commerce of Philadelphia could flow directly 
into the Chesapeake region and that of the Bay northward without the long voyage to the mouth of 
the Bay. Toward that end, according to the 1821 Memoir by his son Joshua, Gilpin “with the assistance 
of some gentlemen in the neighborhood, made surveys and estimates, for a canal from Duck Creek to 
the Head of Chester” (Gilpin, p.3).  It seems highly likely that John Churchman participated in these 
surveys. Churchman had grown up in the surveying business; his father George began such work in 
Chester County in the 1750’s and he would have assisted from his childhood.
Gilpin’s proposal, along with another proposal for a canal from the Bohemia River to Appoquinimink 
River across Cecil County, Maryland, and New Castle County, Delaware, were submitted to the 
American Philosophical Society.  Gilpin was a member of that learned body that included Benjamin 
Franklin, David Rittenhouse and the other leading American scientists and thinkers of the day.  “As 
there was at that time no board established for public improvements of the kind, the Philosophical 
Society was the natural repository of all the ideas suggested by ingenious men on the subject” (Gilpin, 
p.4).
In 1769, the Society first formed a committee to investigate the possibility of such a canal, with a 
subsequent committee the following year exploring additional routes through Cecil and New Castle 
Counties, viz. between Broad Creek and Red Lion Creek and Elk Creek to Christiana Bridge.  The 
results of these surveys, as well as estimates on the costs of the constructions of the canals are given in 
the Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, Volume 1 (Philadelphia, 1771).  In addition, 
that report cites an additional route from Long Creek to Red Lion Creek.  A very small engraved map 
within that volume of the Transactions shows the proposed routes, but with very little surrounding 
detail.
On July 29, 1779, the proceedings of the American Philosophical Society record that “Mr. Churchman 
gave in a memorial relative to a map of the peninsula between Delaware & Chesapeake bays including 
thirteen counties, asking its examination and recommendation to the public.”  This provides clear 
evidence that Churchman’s map existed by this time. A committee was formed to review his map, 
consisting of David Rittenhouse, John Lukens, John Ewing, Owen Biddle, and Dr. Smith.  They 
reported on August 20 of that year their opinion that Churchman “is possessed of sufficient materials, 
both astronomical observations and actual surveys, to enable him to construct an accurate map, 
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and have no doubt but that he has executed his design with exactness & care, but we can not help 
expressing our desires of seeing the map laid down upon a much larger scale, which would render it 
more serviceable for promoting the Knowledge of Geography.”
The first issue of Churchman’s map is undated, but has traditionally been ascribed to be circa 
1778 (though 1779 seems more likely given the date of the above American Philosophical Society 
proceedings).  The map is centered on the Delmarva Peninsula, with its thirteen Maryland, Delaware, 
and Virginia counties each named and handcolored in outline.  The map includes all principal towns 
and roads on the peninsula, as well as the numerous creeks and rivers on both the peninsula and on 
the Virginia, western Maryland and New Jersey shores.  An engraved note on the left side of the map 
states: “The proposed canals are described by dotted lines.”  The five aforementioned routes through 
Maryland and Delaware are identified (from North to South): Elk Creek to Christiana Bridge; Long 
Creek to Red Lion Creek, Broad Creek to Red Lion Creek, Bohemia River to Appoquinimink Creek; 
the Chester River to Duck Creek (a canal was ultimately opened by the northernmost route in 1829).
The map is untitled but includes a dedication (given above as the title) to the American Philosophical 
Society within an elaborate armorial frame.  A scale of miles (10 miles to an inch) appears to the left of 
the dedication.  A stylized compass rose appears in West New Jersey and a lone three-masted ship in 
the Atlantic are the other decoration. Stauffer attributes the engraving of the map to Henry Dawkins, 
among the most talented engravers in America during the Revolution.  Phillips suggests the place of 
publication as Baltimore, although Philadelphia seems far more likely.
The map is among the earliest American maps of Delaware and the eastern shore of Maryland and is 
one of only seven separately-issued maps created in America during the American Revolution (the 
others being Wheat & Brun 203, 205, 261, 304, 476, 541; all of extraordinary rarity).  A second issue 
of the map was published in 1786, with a slightly altered title (the word “humbly” being added before 
the word “inscribed”) and with the Susquehanna River extended farther into Pennsylvania, among 
other minor changes (see Wheat & Brun 479).
Churchman would go on to become a celebrated figure.  During the time of his surveying work, he 
became interested in problems concerning the variation of the compass and endeavored to create a 
map showing its magnetic variations, publishing several editions of his findings.  His work would be 
submitted to the American Philosophical Society, he would correspond with Thomas Jefferson, Sir 
Joseph Banks and others on the subject, and lecture in Europe on his discoveries.  Churchman’s map 
of the Chesapeake and the Delaware bays, however, would be his first published work.
The map is a notable American cartographic rarity.  Eight institutional copies are known: British 
Museum, Library of Congress, Clements Library, New York Historical Society, New York Public 
Library, Philadelphia Historical Society, American Philosophical Society, and the Library Company 
of Philadelphia.  We know of no copies in private hands.
Phillips, A List of Maps of America, p. 263; Wheat & Brun, Maps and Charts Published in America Before 1800, 
477; Bristol 6264; Stauffer 465; Mathews, “The Maps and Mapmakers of Maryland” in Maryland Geological 
Survey, pp. 508-509; Batschelet, Early American Scientific and Technical Literature, 450; Futhey, History of 
Chester County, vol 2, p.497; Johnston, History of Cecil County Maryland, pp. 525-526; c.f. Gilpin, A Memoir 
on the Rise, Progress and Present State of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal (Wilmington: 1821).
(#25204)	   

$ 120,000



HUTCHINS, Thomas (1730-1789). 
A New Map of the Western parts of Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland and North Carolina; Comprehending 
the River Ohio, and all the Rivers, which fall into it; Part of the River Mississippi, the Whole of the Illinois 
River, Lake Erie; Part of the Lakes Huron, Michigan &c. And all the Country bordering on these Lakes 
and Rivers. By Thos. Hutchins, Captain in the 60 Regiment of Foot. 

London:  Engraved by T. Hutchins,  1778. Copper-engraved map by T. Cheevers, with period outline 
colour, on four joined sheets, overall measuring 36¼ x 44 inches, a little browning at the joints, but 
overall a fine copy. Discrete stamp of “Depot de la Marine” at lower right. Docketed on verso: “Nº 128. 
de la boite/ nº 29.”/ “Virginie, Pennsylvanie/ &c./ Par Thos. Hutchins./ 1778. (En Anglais). 
[Together With: ] 
HUTCHINS, Thomas.  A Topographical Description of Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and North 
Carolina, comprehending the Rivers Ohio, Kenhawa, Sioto, Cherokee, Wabash, Illinois, Missisippi, &c. 
The climate, soil and produce, whether animal, vegetable, or mineral; The mountains, creeks, roads, 
distances, latitudes &c and of every Part, laid down in the annexed map. And an appendix, containing 
Mr. Patrick Kennedy’s journal up the Illinois River, and the correct list of the different nations and Tribes 
of Indians, with the number of fighting men, &c. London: printed for the author, and sold by J. Almon, 
1778. Octavo (8 9/16 x 5 inches). Two copper-engraved folding maps, 1 copper-engraved folding table. 
(Blank margins of first four and last two text leaves expertly restored, neat repair to fold of engraved 
table). Expertly bound to style in half 18th-century diced russia over contemporary marbled-paper 
covered boards, the flat spine divided into six compartments by double gilt fillets, black morocco 
lettering-piece in the second.
A highly important work: the first true general map of the American Midwest, and the first meaningful 
large-scale depiction of the Transappalachian Country. This great map extends from Western New 
York in the northeast, Cape Fear in the southeast, the Wisconsin River in the northwest, to the 
Arkansas River in the southwest. Here found with the first edition, second issue, of the separately 
issued descriptive text, which, in its own right, is one of the most important early geographical 
descriptions of the West.
Thomas Hutchins was a seminal figure in the surveying and mapping of the United States. He began 
his career as a topographical engineer for the British Army during the French and Indian War. From 
1758 to 1777 he served in the newly acquired Ohio Valley. He designed the fortifications at Fort Pitt in 
1763. In the following year, he accompanied Bouquet on his expedition against the western Indians. 
The result was his “Map of the country on the Ohio and Muskingum rivers,” published in Philadelphia 
in 1765.   
Hutchins was a member of the exploring party sent down the Ohio Valley in 1766 to investigate 
the territory recently acquired from France, and on this occasion conducted “the first accurate map, 
or more properly, hydrographic survey” of the Ohio River (Brown). Hutchins was stationed at Fort 
Chartres on the Illinois bank of the Mississippi from 1768 to 1770. Hutchins subsequently went to 
England, where he compiled this great map from his exhaustive personal surveys, and information 
gathered from many sources. The depiction of the Ohio immediately below Fort Pitt, for example, 
seems to be based on a manuscript by John Montresor. Brown notes that its publication in 1778 
represented “the culmination of a long career as an engineer and mapmaker in the wilderness of 
North America.” 
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Hutchins returned to America in 1781, and was appointed by Congress “Geographer to the United 
States.” In 1783, he was a member of the commission that surveyed the Mason-Dixon Line, and 
in 1785, was appointed by Congress to the commission that surveyed the New York-Massachusetts 
boundary. Under the Ordinance of 1785, he was placed in charge of the surveying of the public lands 
in the Northwest Territory. He died in 1789, shortly after completing the survey of the “Seven Ranges” 
in Ohio. Hutchins is frequently credited with establishing the excellent system under which all of the 
public lands of the United States were subsequently surveyed and divided into townships, ranges and 
sections.     
Hutchins’s 1778 map was the foundation document for the mapping of the Ohio Valley in the late 
eighteenth century. The depiction of the Transappalachian region on Thomas Jefferson’s famous map 
in his Notes on Virginia (1787), for example, was taken directly from Hutchins. The map shows the 
western claims of Virginia and North Carolina based upon their 17th century royal charters. It is filled 
with exhaustive data throughout, with a fascinating series of notes or “legends” interspersed among 
the geographical details. An “Illinois Country” is shown between the Illinois and Wabash rivers. 
Among its other important details, Hutchins’s map is one of the only printed maps of the period to 
show the proposed new colony of Vandalia (here “Indiana”), which was projected to occupy a large 
portion of the present state of West Virginia.
The map was issued with accompanying text but the two are now rarely found together as here. The 
text is important for its ‘Topographical Description’ of the areas covered by Hutchins’ map, as well as 
for including details of whose work Hutchins consulted during the drawing up of the map and the 
text (Captain Brehm for observations ‘respecting the lakes’, and Lewis Evans for his description of the 
‘several branches of the Ohio, and Allegany rivers’). The text also includes a valuable engraved ‘Table 
of Distances, between Fort Pitt, and the Mouth of the River Ohio’ and two other rare early maps:  ‘A 
Plan of the Rapids, in the River Ohio’ and ‘A Plan of the several Villages in the Illinois Country, with 
Part of the River Mississippi’.
Map: Guthorn, British Maps of the American Revolution, 65/11; Streeter Sale 3, 1300: “by far the best map of 
the west printed to that time;” Cumming, British Maps of Colonial America, p. 36: “The best [colonial] map 
of the region south of the Great Lakes”; Brown, Early Maps of the Ohio Valley, plate 51. Text: Howes, USiana 
H846; Sabin, A Dictionary of Books Relating to America, 34054; Vail, Voice of the Old Frontier, 655.
(#3910)	   

$ 150,000





ROMANS, Bernard (circa 1720-1784). 
Connecticut, and Parts adjacent. 

Amsterdam:  Covens and Mortier and Covens Junior, 1780. Copper-engraved map, engraved by H. 
Klockhoff, after Bernard Romans, with original outline colour, in very good condition, period-style 
black and gold frame. Sheet size: 22 x 26 1/4 inches. 
A very rare and highly attractive map of Connecticut and Long Island.
This beautiful and important map was one of four of Bernard Romans’ maps of various parts of the 
American colonies to be re-engraved and published by the renowned Dutch firm of cartographers 
Covens and Mortier and Covens Junior. The present map is taken from the extremely rare 1777 map 
currently known in only four examples. No copies of this 1780 version are recorded as having sold 
at auction in the past thirty years. Connecticut is shown divided into six counties, each of which is 
outlined in colour, with the main towns coloured in red. The beautiful vignette-cartouche containing 
the title (in the lower right corner) is of a naturalistically presented Connecticut village scene. 
Born in Holland, Bernard Romans arrived in America in 1757 and spent a number of years working 
in the southeast. His two large `whole sheet maps’ of Florida were completed in 1774, and at about 
this time he moved to Hartford, Connecticut. During the Revolutionary War he served in New York 
on the American side. All of his maps are extremely scarce, in most cases being known by only a 
few copies, and it is only through re-engraved versions such as the present example that the present 
generation of map collectors can hope to own examples of this important American cartographer’s 
work.
Cf. Diamant, Bernard Romans Forgotten Patriot of the American Revolution (Harrison, NY, 1985), pp.132-134; 
McCorkle, New England in Early Printed Maps, C780.1; Sellers & Van Ee,  Maps & Charts of North America 
& West Indies, 1023; Thompson, Maps of Connecticut  (1940 ed.), 28; Wheat & Brun, Maps Printed in America 
before 1800, 261-3
(#16888)	   

$ 75,000
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BAUMAN, Sebastian. 
To His Excellency Genl. Washington Commander in Chief of the Armies of the United States of America. 
This Plan of the investment of York and Gloucester has been surveyed and laid down, and is Most 
humbly dedicated by his Excellency’s Obedient and very humble servant, Sebastn. Bauman, Major of the 
New York or 2nd Regt of Artillery. 

Philadelphia:  1782. Copper engraving, with original hand-colouring. “References to the British Lines” 
is set within a scroll in the upper right-hand corner. At lower center is a lengthy key or “Explanation” 
of the battlefield, which identifies and describes eighteen key locations on the battlefield. The 
explanation is set within a rococo frame, which in turn is enclosed by the flags of the United States 
and France, cannon, arms, and other spoils of battle.  Some minor creases on verso from previous 
folding, restoration to margins beyond platemark. Image size (including text): 25 1/2 x 17 7/16 inches. 
Sheet size: 27 x 18 7/8 inches. 
“A cornerstone document of our national heritage” (Nebenzah).
Within three days of the British surrender on October 19, 1781, Major Sebastian Bauman, an American 
artillery officer, took the field and carefully surveyed the terrain and battle positions at Yorktown. A 
native of Germany, Bauman had emigrated to America after service in the Austrian army. During 
the Revolution, he served in the campaigns in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and was in 
command of the artillery at West Point, before joining Washington at the siege of Yorktown.
Bauman spent six days surveying the battlefield at Yorktown. His manuscript draft was quickly sent to 
Philadelphia where it was engraved by Robert Scot to be sold by subscription. The map was advertised 
in The New York Packet and the American Advertiser in March 1782:  
“Major Bauman of the New York, or Second Regiment of Artillery, Has Drawn a Map of the Investment 
of York and Gloucester, in Virginia. Shewing how those posts were besieged in form, by the allied 
army of America and France;  the British lines of defence, and the American and French lines of 
approach,  with part of York River, and the British ships as they then appeared sunken in it before 
Yorktown; and the whole encampment in its vicinity./ This Map,  by desire of many gentlemen, will 
shortly be published in Philadelphia, in order that the public may form an idea of that memorable 
siege. Those gentlemen who incline to become subscribers will apply to the printer hereof; where the 
conditions will be shewn, and subscription money be received.”
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This was the only detailed battle plan of Yorktown published in America. As a participant for the 
winning side, Bauman was able to spend more time surveying the field than the British engineers 
who were bottled up in Yorktown. Thus he was able to include an extensive area to the south of the 
town that does not appear on the best British plans, such as those published by Faden and Des Barres. 
The location of the French and American positions is necessarily more detailed and informed. As 
it appeared in print before the British plans, it was the first survey of the Siege of Yorktown made 
available to the American public.
Margaret Pritchard notes that the plan was also an effective piece of propaganda: “In addition to 
providing substantial detailed military information, this map is also interesting for its artistic 
composition. Yorktown, Gloucester Point, and troop positions are confined primarily to the top half 
of the map. The lower half is dominated by the explanation that is embellished with ornaments of 
war. The shape of the scrollwork cartouche surrounding the explanation, with flags and banners that 
thrust upward from both sides, force the eye to the center of the image. “Here, in an open space, is the 
very heart of the map, ‘The field where the British laid down their Arms.’” It is this field that is omitted 
from all of the British battle plans of Yorktown.    
Bauman’s plan is a legendary rarity which almost never appears on the market. Its scarcity is due to 
the fact that it was separately published by subscription only. Relatively few sheets were printed, and 
very few of those survived. Wheat & Brun locate eight institutional copies, but not one in Virginia. To 
these, we can add four copies known to us in private American collections.             
Nebenzahl summarized the importance of the map best: “Bauman’s splendid map, dedicated to 
General Washington, reflects his formal European training in topographical engineering. It is the 
only American survey of the culmination of the great struggle for independence and a cornerstone 
document of our national heritage.”
Alexander O. Vietor, The Bauman Map of the Siege of Yorktown; Schwartz & Ehrenberg, The Mapping of 
America, p. 199; Degrees of Latitude,  68; Nebenzahl, A Bibliography of Printed Battle Plans of the American 
Revolution,  189; Nebenzahl, Atlas of the American Revolution, Map 48; Wheat & Brun, Maps and Charts 
Published in America Before 1800: A Bibliography, entry 541; Fite & Freeman, A Book of Old Maps, pp. 287-
288;  Stokes & Haskell, American Historical Prints, pp. 57-58; Virginia Magazine of History & Biography 39 
(1931), reproduced opp. p. 104.
(#20696)	   

$ 250,000





WALLIS, John (d. 1818). 
The United States of America laid down from the best authorities, agreeable to the Peace of 1783. 

London:  John Wallis, 3 April 1783. Engraved map, period hand-colouring in outline. Sheet size: 18 
7/8 x 22 11/16 inches. 
A cartographic rarity: the first separately engraved map of the United States following the Articles 
of Peace which ended the American Revolution and the first English map to depict the American flag.  
A celebrated icon of the end of the American Revolution.
Following the signing of the Preliminary Articles of Peace in January 1783, English map makers rushed 
to issue depictions of the new United States.  The most famous of these, the most decorative, and by far 
the rarest, was the present map by John Wallis.  The first maps to be published in England following 
the Articles of Peace were technically by Carington Bowles and Sayer and Bennett, who published 
maps on 4 February and 9 February, respectively.  These maps, however, were simply reworkings of 
existing copper plates with minor changes to reflect the treaty. The Wallis map, however, published on 
3 April 1783, was the earliest separately engraved map of the United States to be published.
The chief feature of this scarce map is its celebrated cartouche, elegantly crafted with portraits of the 
most famous of American patriots “joined by symbolic figures who pay tribute to America’s newly 
won status as an independent nation” (Deak). On the left, George Washington stands in full uniform 
walking beside Lady Liberty, her cap perched atop her staff; above their heads the Angel of Fame 
blows her trumpet, with a laurel wreath clutched in her left hand; to the right of the title sits Benjamin 
Franklin, inscribing a large book, perhaps drafting the articles of peace or writing the history of the 
conflict, with the Greek Goddess of Wisdom Athena (or Minerva, the Roman counterpart) pointing to 
his words, with an owl perched on her helmet, symbolizing the ability to see even in the dark; behind 
the pair stands a blindfolded Justice with sword in hand standing amongst tall pine trees, perhaps 
a reference to the American “Appeal to Heaven” flags of the war; above the cartouche is a 13-star 
American flag, the earliest depiction of the flag of the United States on an English map.  Interestingly, 
the Abel Buell map, published in America subsequent to Wallis, included similar symbolic figures (i.e. 
Fame, Liberty and the U.S. flag).
Cartographically, the Wallis map depicts the newly-independent United States from as far north as 
Newfoundland to as far south as Cape Canaveral, Florida and extends west beyond the Mississippi.  As 
in the Mitchell map, the individual states are shown without western boundaries.  The hand-colouring 
on the map delineates the American (green), French (red) and Spanish (yellow) boundaries.  The map 
is quite detailed, drawing from a variety of sources including Mitchell, Anville, and Sayer and Bennett 
, with many towns and cities identified, as well as rivers, lakes, Indian tribes, etc.
The map is an incredible rarity with very few copies appearing on the market in the last century.
Ristow, American Maps and Mapmakers, p. 63; McCorkle, New England in Early Printed Maps 783.21; Sellers 
& Van Ee, Maps and Charts of North America and the West Indies 754; Degrees of Latitude 69; Fowble 18; 
Deak 174; Hart 90; Stokes, American Historical Prints 1783-A5.
(#25514)	

Price on request
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LATTRÉ, Jean. 
Carte des Etats-Unis de L’Amerique Suivant le Traité de Paix de 1783. Dédiée et Présentée A.S. Excellence 
Mr. Benjamin Franklin Ministre Plénipotentarie des Etats-Unis de l’Amérique pres la Cour de France, 
avec Présid. de la Pensilvanie et de la Societé Philosophique de Philadelphie, &c, &c. 

Paris:  Delamarche,  1784 [but circa 1791]. Engraved map, period hand-colouring in outline. Inset of 
the southern tip of Florida. Sheet size: 22 x 31 3/4 inches. 
A very rare copy of the first French map of the newly-created United States following the Treaty of 
Paris and “one of the most attractively designed and executed maps of the period” (Ristow).
Lattré’s famous map is held in a select group of the earliest maps of the nascent United States published 
immediately following the Treaty of Paris.  Published in Paris, Lattré’s map is believed to be the first to 
be printed following the final exchange of the ratification documents in May 1784.  Cartographically, 
like the John Wallis and Abel Buell maps, Lattré relied on previous mappings of the United States.  
This appropriately included John Mitchell’s famous map, which would also be used as the official map 
during the peace negotiations.
Benjamin Franklin’s beloved status in France and his importance to the negotiations which formally 
ended the Revolution are reflected in Lattré’s dedication to the American patriot.  The dedication, 
Cappon writes, “lends historical significance to the work,” and Cappon further suggests that Lattré 
may have presented a copy of the map in person to Franklin at the minister’s residence in Passy.  
The beautiful cartouche contains the title as well as the dedication to Franklin, both superimposed 
upon the great sail of a ship, upon which a seaman hangs emblems of the new United States.  These 
include the earliest depiction of the Great Seal of the United States to appear on a map.  The heraldic 
emblem in the seaman’s hands above and to the left of the Great Seal are the arms of the Franklin 
family (a dolphin between two martlets flanked by lion’s heads) and the third emblem is the seal of the 
Society of Cincinnati (a bald eagle with a central medallion depicting Cincinnatus with his sword).
Previously, this separately-published map was thought to exist in but one state.  However, three states 
have now been identified.  The first issue includes flanking panels of text on either side of the map 
detailing the historic military events of the Revolution. In the cartouche, immediately below the 
date 1784, a single line reads “avec Privilege du Roi” and the lower right margin below the neat line 
includes Lattré’s imprint with a Rue St. Jacques address.  The second state is nearly identical to the 
first and was likely issued shortly after.  The second issue has the same “avec Privilege du Roi” line in 
the cartouche and with Lattré’s imprint in the lower margin; however, the engraved flanking panels 
of text are now absent and a table listing the thirteen states and their capitals now appears to the left 
of the Florida inset.  In the third state, as this copy, Delamarche’s imprint replaces the “privilege” line 
in the cartouche and Lattré’s imprint in the lower margin has been removed.  Additionally, Vermont 
appears in the list of states and Washington, D.C. is named on the map itself, both suggesting a date 
after 1791.  All states are rare.
Cappon, The First French Map of the United States (Chicago: 1978); Ristow, American Maps and Mapmakers, 
p. 63, reproduced on p. 65; McCorkle, New England in Early Printed Maps 784.10; Sellers & Van Ee, Maps and 
Charts of North America and the West Indies p. 158; Degrees of Latitude 70.
(#24797)	   

$ 28,500
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McMURRAY, William (1753-1839). 
The United States According to the Definitive Treaty of Peace Signed at Paris, Septr. 3d. 1783. 

[Philadelphia:  1784]. Engraved map by R. Scot after McMurray, on two sheets joined, hand-coloured 
in outline.  Large inset map of North America. (Expert restoration). Sheet size: 26 1/2 x 37 3/4 inches. 
An American cartographic rarity: “the first official map of the United States” (Phillips) and the 
first map to show Thomas Jefferson’s divisions of the disputed land north of the Ohio and east of the 
Mississippi – the first mapping of the Northwest Territory.
While the Treaty of Paris of 1783 ended the American Revolution, it engendered a new challenge 
for the nascent Republic.  In defining the boundaries of the United States, Britain ceded what was 
then called the “western lands” -- ie. the large area west of Pennsylvania, between the Ohio and 
Mississippi Rivers.  During the war, independent states, as well as private land speculation companies, 
laid claim to the vast region (which covered the modern states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan 
and Wisconsin and part of Minnesota). These competing claims were complicated by several states 
asserting their original ocean-to-ocean charters which did not specify western boundaries.  Virginia, 
the largest claimant,, had during the war gone as far as selling parts of the western lands in order to 
help fund their war effort.  The competing claims to these lands nearly prevented the ratification of 
the Articles of Confederation.  Although Virginia offered to void their claims as early as January 1781, 
their conditions were not agreed to by the new national Congress (i.e. Congress of Confederation) 
until March 1784 after changes were made to their demands. A month later, on April 23, 1784, 
Thomas Jefferson’s Ordinance of 1784 was adopted by Congress.  Paul Leicester Ford in his edition of 
Jefferson’s Writings argues that “next to the Declaration of Independence (if indeed standing second 
to that), [the Ordinance of 1784] ranks in historical importance of all those drawn by Jefferson; and, 
but for its being superseded by the ‘Ordinance of 1787,’ would rank among all American state papers 
immediately after the National Constitution.”  With the Ordinance of 1784 Jefferson created a national 
domain from the ceded lands, dividing the region into ten separate states, and laying the groundwork 
for the Northwest Territory.
In the midst of the debate over the cession of lands, and in response to the ratification of the Treaty 
of Paris, the need arose for an American map.  “Maps compiled by Americans prior to the Revolution 
were with few exceptions engraved and published in England.  The war and the Declaration of 
Independence ... accelerated the demands for maps of the country.  The first native response to these 
American demands was a proposal by William McMurray in the Pennsylvania Packet on August 9, 
1783 to publish by subscription a map of the United States” (Ristow).
McMurray served in the Revolution as an officer on the Pennsylvania line.  Believed to have been 
a surveyor prior to the war, during the war McMurray became a Captain of a regiment Sappers 
and Miners, the precursor to the Corps of Engineers.  By 1780, McMurray was serving under the 
command of Robert Erskine and Simeon De Witt, the first Geographers of the United States.  His 
relationship with those men is documented on this map, where he describes himself as “late Asst. 
Geog.r to the U.S.”, and was touted by him in his August 1783 prospectus for the map: “It may not be 
amiss to add, that it was entirely out of the power of any person in Europe to come at the materials 
which compose the principal amendment in the above proposed map, as they were only in the hands 
of the Geographer to the United States, and a few individuals, whose business it was, or they made it 
such not only to make, but to collect all the Surveys, Plans and Observations in their power: and who 
have been generous enough to give the Author of the proposed Map all their assistance, for which he 
returns them many thanks.”  
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This use of original source material is repeated in the cartouche of the map: “In forming this Map, 
late particular Maps & Charts were of great use, but what contributed most to its accuracy were the 
unpublished Surveys consisting of many thousands of Miles, forming a connection thro’ the whole 
... This map may therefore be said, to be composed from every Survey and Sketch of Note, heretofore 
made in these Limits, conformed to the best Astronomical Observations.”
Although proposed in August 1783, McMurray did not publish his map until December 1784.  The 
reasons for the delay are unknown; perhaps simply an indication of poor subscription, or possibly 
postponed by McMurray until the resolution of the claims to the western lands.  The delay, however, 
allowed a competitor to usurp his claim of publishing the first map of the United States produced 
in America.  Abel Buell of Connecticut published at the end of March 1784 his famous large map 
of the United States.  Unlike McMurray, Buell based his map entirely on previously printed sources, 
borrowing heavily from John Mitchell, Lewis Evans and Thomas Hutchins.  “Its crudity and many 
errors, of commission as well as omission, were doubtless largely due to Buell’s efforts to publish the 
map before his competitors [i.e. McMurray] were able to issue theirs” (Wheat and Brun). In keeping 
with his Connecticut roots, Buell shows an exaggerated claim by his native state to the western lands.  
Regardless of Buell’s earlier publication, McMurray’s map, as it is based in part on official sources 
and original surveys, is properly called by Phillips “the first official map of the United States.”  This 
statement is further proved by McMurray’s mapping of the western lands -- the first true mapping 
of the Northwest Territory.  Within an oval cartouche west of the Mississippi, McMurray explains 
the hand-coloured boundary lines in the region, referencing Jefferson’s Ordinance of 1784: “The 
lines singly coloured N.W. of the Ohio are the divisions of that Country into Ten New States by a 
Resolve of Congress of April 23rd, 1784.”  Although unnamed on this map, Jefferson had gone as far 
as naming these ten proposed states: Sylvania, Michigania, Cherronesus, Assenipia, Metropotamia, 
Illinoia, Saratoga, Washington, Polypotamia and Pelisipia.  Unlike Buell (who was following Mitchell’s 
mapping), McMurray does not draw the western boundaries of the southern states to the Mississippi.  
Instead, McMurray extends the hand-coloured boundary lines to the Appalachians, leaving the 
western boundaries open, as the issue was still not fully resolved in Congress.
As Congress had not yet ordered the newly-formed region to be surveyed, McMurray’s mapping of 
the area northwest of Lake Michigan relies heavily on Jonathan Carver, who is credited on the map 
itself.  In the northwestern corner of the map, and following Carver’s mapping, McMurray shows 
a river running westward, naming it “Head br. of Origan.”  This is among the earliest references to 
Oregon.  
Besides its importance as the “first official map of the United States” and its first mapping of the 
Northwest territory, McMurray’s map is a prime example of the best of early engraving in the United 
States.  The map is beautifully designed and engraved by Robert Scot, with the cartouche and inset 
given the appearance of sheets laid on top of the map.  Scot (1744-1823) was the best engraver 
working out of Philadelphia in the period.  Just prior to his work on this map, Scot had completed the 
engraving for Sebastian Baumann’s map of Yorktown.  In 1793, Thomas Jefferson would appoint Scot 
as the first chief engraver of the United States Mint.  Neither Stauffer nor Fielding list McMurray’s 
map among Scot’s work.
With the Ordinance of 1785, Jefferson’s vision for the Northwest Territory was expanded, with 
provisions for the organization of governments.  Shortly thereafter, the first map dedicated to the 
region appeared: John Fitch’s A Map of the North West Parts of The United States of North America.  
As evidenced from a statement on the map itself, and further proven by Phillips, Fitch’s map was 
based in a large part on McMurray’s map of 1784.  In 1787, the Northwest Ordinance was passed, the 



Northwest Territory was formally established, and the process for the creation of new states westward 
was codified.
The map, like the Buell map and the Fitch map, is impossibly rare. We know of only one other copy in 
private hands.  Only seven other copies of this map are extant (Library of Congress, Clements Library, 
Yale, American Antiquarian Society, John Carter Brown Library, Indiana Historical Society and the 
Bibliotheque Nationale).
Evans 20476; Phillips, A List of Maps of America, p. 864; Phillips, Notes on Bernard Romans, p.33; Phillips, 
The Rare Map of the Northwest, pp.26-27; Wheat & Brun, Maps and Charts Published in America before 1800,  
111; Ristow, American Maps and Mapmakers, pp.66-67; Sellers and Van Ee, Maps and Charts of North America 
and the West Indies 758.
(#25512)	

Price on request



COLLES, Christopher (1739-1816). 
A Survey of the Roads of the United States of America. 

[New York]:  1789. 2 volumes, 4to. Engraved title page plus eighty-three single-page maps, engraved 
on copper by C. Tiebout, numbered 1-33 and 40-86, plus the 45, 46, and 47 bis plates, as issued. Bound 
in contemporary brown (first volume) and blue-grey (second volume) wrappers, string-tied. Both 
volumes laid into contemporary paper-covered boards portfolio, with string ties. Original broadside 
prospectus for the work affixed to interior of portfolio. Overall, in near fine, original, condition.  
Housed in a morocco box. Provenance: Edm. Morwood (contemporary signature).
First edition of a major American cartographic and technological rarity - the earliest American road 
guide.
As an accurate guide for helping people and goods travel around the new United States, Colles’ work 
was of invaluable assistance to commerce and personal mobility.  The first parts were published 
in the year George Washington was sworn in as the nation’s first President.  Colles’ guide was an 
important step toward national integration, and was emblematic of so many of his projects, in which 
he sought to improve transportation and communication through systems of roads and canals.  In 
his introduction to a modern edition of the work, Walter Ristow calls Colles’ survey “one of the most 
detailed and comprehensive historical records of the United States at the time of its Constitutional 
establishment.”
Colles map-sheets are in the form of “strip maps,” arranged side-by-side, two or three to a plate.  The 
maps are divided into ten series depicting the roads connecting the major cities from Connecticut to 
Virginia: New York to Stratford, New York to Poughkeepsie, Stratford to Poughkeepsie, Poughkeepsie 
to Albany, Albany to Newborough, New York to Philadelphia (via Trenton), New York to Philadelphia 
(via Allen town and Mount Holly), Philadelphia to Annapolis, Annapolis to York, and Williamsburgh 
to Hooe’s Ferry.  The total distance covered by the maps is some 1000 miles.  Each map shows twelve 
miles of road drawn to the same scale (one inch equalling four-sevenths of a mile) and is keyed to 
show the locations of Episcopal and Presbyterian churches, town houses, mills, taverns, blacksmith 
shops, bridges, and jails and also gives the names of inhabitants of houses near the road.  The maps are 
numbered from one to eighty-six, with three additional maps numbered 45*, 46*, and 47; the maps 
numbered 34 to 39 are not found in any copies, and undoubtedly, were never issued.
The expected advantages of Colles’s Survey are discussed in the broadside Proposals for the work, 
which is affixed to the interior of the portfolio of this copy: “A traveller will here find so plain and 
circumstantial a description of the road, that whilst he has the draft with him it will be impossible 
for him to miss his way: he will have the satisfaction of knowing the names of many of the persons 
who reside on the road; if his horse should want a shoe, or his carriage be broke, he will by the bare 
inspection of the draft be able to determine whether he must go backward or forward to a blacksmith’s 
shop....It is expected many other entertaining and useful purposes will be discovered when these 
surveys come into general use.”
Colles was able to create these very accurate maps by using a perambulator of his own invention, 
which measured mileage by adding up the revolutions of a wheel trailed behind a carriage.  The 
maps for New York and Connecticut almost certainly drew on Colles own surveys. For the maps in 
Virginia Colles drew on manuscript maps that George Washington’s engineers had made during the 
Yorktown campaign.  Colles’ Maryland and New Jersey maps were derived from the manuscript maps 
of Robert Erskine and Simeon DeWitt, whose work was also commissioned by Washington in 1781.  
Burdened by a lack of capital, Colles relied on subscriptions to keep his road guide in production, 
and also appealed unsuccessfully to the New York legislature for funds.  Despite the support of the 
Post Office department, the United States Congress also denied him funds.  Colles produced his maps 
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between 1789 and 1792, a total of eighty-three in all.  Cornelius Tiebout, one of the first American-
born engravers, is identified on the titlepage as the engraver of the work, but it seems evident, due to 
variations in style and symbolism, that more than one engraver was employed.  In the end, the project 
was a financial failure.
Born in Ireland, Christopher Colles (1739-1816) worked as an engineer, aiding in the construction 
canals.  He arrived in Philadelphia in 1771, and advertised his services as a machine designer, surveyor, 
architect, and mathematics tutor, and worked at developing a steam engine.  In 1774 he proposed 
a plan to replace New York City’s wells and springs with a water system of reservoirs and pipes.  
Sympathetic to the American cause, Colles fled New York City when the British occupied it.  During 
the Revolution he travelled around New York state, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut, likely 
making personal surveys of the roads he travelled.  Colles may have also instructed a few Continental 
Army artillery officers in mathematics. In the early 1780s Colles unsuccessfully proposed a plan to 
George Washington for improving the navigability of the Ohio River, and he is credited with first 
proposing a system of canals connecting the Hudson River with Lake Erie, which saw its fruition in 
the construction of the Erie Canal.
This copy of Colles Survey has the original broadside prospectus for the work affixed to the interior 
of the portfolio.  The Library of Congress copy as well as the Streeter, Church, and Brinley copies also 
contain the prospectus.  The text of the broadside in this copy is in the second state, identifying Colles 
as “of New-York” and containing an additional paragraph of text (as in the Library of Congress copy).
Ristow, in his census of Colles’ Survey located only fourteen complete copies, and another nine 
copies lacking from one to sixty-six plates.  NAIP also locates apparently complete copies at Harvard 
and Rutgers.  There is also an incomplete copy in the David Rumsey collection.  The present copy 
is complete, as issued, with the full complement of eighty-three maps.  “One of the most valuable 
historical records of the United States for the Revolutionary War years and those immediately 
following.  It is not only the earliest American road book, but ranks also as one of the first private map 
publishing ventures” (Ristow).
This copy in remarkable original condition seems to have been originally owned by Edmund Morewood 
(1770-1861), a well known New York merchant who later settled in Stamford Connecticut.  Barrett, 
in volume 5 of Old Merchants of New York, writes of Morewood: “He was famous in field sports -- 
shooting, fishing, &c. and was a most remarkable pedestrian.  Even in his old age, he might be seen in 
his black spencer pacing off his fifteen or twenty miles.”
An important collection of American maps, the first guide to American roads, and a great cartographic 
rarity.
Evans 21741; NAIP w022401; Sabin14411 (mentioning only 74 plates); Howes C584, “c”; Church 1236; 
Streeter Sale 3963 (to Sessler, for $3500 in 1969); Brinley Sale 4818; Rink 5376; Ristow, American Maps and 
Mapmakers, pp.158-162; Schwartz & Ehrenberg, The Mapping of America, pp.209-210 and plate 130; Phillips, 
A List of Maps of America, pp.867-868; America Emergent 81; Virginia in Maps, pp.61 & 116-177; Papenfuse 
& Coale, pp.45 & 65; Snyder, Mapping of New Jersey, pp.78-83; Deborah Epstein Popper, “Poor Christopher 
Colles: An Innovator’s Obstacles in Early America,” in Jounal of American Culture (28:2, June, 2005), pp.178-
190; Walter Ristow (ed.), A Survey of the Roads of the United States of America (Cambridge, Ma. 1961).
(#25472)	   

$ 150,000





CLARK, Matthew (1714-1798). 
[A Complete Set of Charts of the Coast of America from Cape Breton to the Entrance of the Gulph of 
Mexico]. 

[Boston:  Matthew Clark,  1790]. Large folio. Letterpress dedication, with text and certificate of 
recommendation (amended and signed in manuscript by Osgood Carleton) on the verso. 18 map 
sheets engraved by Joseph H. Seymour (fl.1791-1822) or John Norman (1748-1817) joined to form 
nine large irregularly-shaped charts, each within an archival quality mat. 
Printed Americana of the greatest rarity: a highly important marine atlas and an outstanding 
example of enterprise and artistry from the early Federal era: ‘the first totally American production 
of its kind’ (Beatrice B. Garvan). Only eight copies of this atlas are known, seven are in American 
institutional libraries: Yale; John Carter Brown; Boston Atheneum; Boston Public Library; Library 
Company of Philadelphia; New York Public Library; and the Library of Congress. No copy is listed 
as having sold at auction in the last sixty years and this copy (de-accessioned from the Philadelphia 
Free Library) is likely to be the last complete example that is ever offered on the open market.
By the end of the Revolution, a limited choice of charts of American waters was available “to mariners 
planning voyages to or along the coast of the United States. Most were British, published in The 
English Pilot (The Fourth Book), the North American Pilot, and the Atlantic Neptune. The latter … 
[conceived and published by J.F.W. Des Barres, but subsidized by the British government] … was 
recognized in the United States as a standard of accuracy against which others were compared as late 
as the third decade of the 19th century …  The need for coastal charts found a response in the small 
enterprising Boston community of publishers, compilers, engravers, printers, and others in related 
fields … A project to publish charts was initiated by Matthew Clark (1714-1798), a Boston trader and 
auctioneer with merchant marine associations … Clark’s proposal to publish a set of charts of the 
coast of America, his first venture of this kind (at the age of 76 years), was advertised in the Boston 
Gazette of July 5, 1790 noted that it had ‘just been published.’ The ... charts were offered for sale 
separately, or as an untitled volume, the first page of which was a dedicatory epistle ‘To His Excellency, 
John Hancock, esquire, Governor and Commander in Chief of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.’ 
The title [as given above, was] omitted from the dedication and volume, [but] was described in the 
proposal … The charts inherited their form, conventions, and inspiration from British publications, 
augmented with local data, principally in the waters of Nantucket, and Vineyard Sound. The charts 
are fairly uniform in design, but vary in scale. They [are] … joined in pairs so that adjacent shorelines 
could be viewed to greatest advantage, and their identification could be aided by the included shore 
profiles” (Peter J. Guthorn United States Coastal Charts 1783-1861 p.7)
“American navigational cartography benefited [greatly] from this Matthew Clark atlas. The charts 
were large in scale, specifically coastal, and small in overall size … important local knowledge was 
added to the latest English surveys, and comparisons with later geodetic surveys show the charts 
to be fairly accurate where information is given. Instead of merely adding charts, the attempt to 
produce from single maps only the American coastline and to scale it up from a variety of variously 
designed sources, was clever … Previous to this period atlases had been used, added to, yet hardly 
revised for generations … [this atlas] is a good example of … Federal America’s growth, grasp of new 
technology, and enterprise … [it] was a significant step between the earlier singly produced area maps 
and subsequent works leading to the geodetic surveys of the nineteenth century” (Beatrice B. Garvan 
“Matthew Clark’s Charts One Significant Example of Yankee Enterprise” in Philadelphia printmaking 
American prints before 1860 … Edited by Robert F. Looney. [West Chester, Pennsylvnia, 1976] p. 66). 
The atlas is made up as follows:
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A.) Chart numbers 1 and 2, joined, irregular shape, 25 x 43 7/8 inches
1. Chart / of the Coast of / America / From Port Howe to C Breton / From the latest Surveys / … 
/ J. Seymour Sculp. Imprint: Publishd & sold By M. Clark. Sheet size: 25 x 19 inches. With 5-line 
engraved endorsement from Osgood Carleton.
2. Chart / of the Coast of America / From Charlotte Bay to Port Howe / From the Latest Surveys 
/ … / J. Seymour Sculp. Imprint: Boston Published and Sold by M Clark. Sheet size: 19 3/4 x 27 
1/8 inches. With 5-line engraved endorsement from Osgood Carleton.

 
B.) Chart numbers 3 and 4, joined, 33 5/8 x 25 inches

3. Chart / of the / Coast of America / from / Cape Forchu to Liverpool B / From the latest 
Surveys. Imprint: Boston / Published and Sold by Mattw. Clark. Sheet size: 17 x 25 inches. With 
6-line engraved endorsement from Osgood Carleton.
4. Chart / Of  the Coast of / America / From Mouse Harbr. To Mahone bay / From the latest 
Surveys / … / Josh. Seymour Sculp. Imprint: Published & Sold By M. Clark. Sheet size: 17 ¼ x 25 
1/8 inches. With 4-line engraved endorsement from Osgood Carleton. 

C.) Chart numbers 5 and 6, joined, irregular shape, 33 ¾ x 33 ½ inches
5. Chart / of the Coast of America from C. Eliz to Mouse Harbour from the latest Surveys / … / 
Josh. H. Seymour Sc. Imprint: Boston / Published and Sold by M. Clark. Sheet size: 16 7/8 x 28 ¼ 
inches. With 4-line engraved endorsement from Osgood Carleton, and six coastal profiles. 
6. Chart / of  the / Coast of America / From / Cape Cod / to / Cape Elizabeth / From the latest 
Surveys. Imprint: Printed for and Sold by Mattw. Clark Boston Octbr. 1789. Sheet size: 19 ¼ x 25 
1/8 inches. With 5-line engraved endorsement from Osgood Carleton. With an inset with details 
of five harbours, and four coastal profiles. [Garvan p.50]

D.) Chart numbers 7 and 8, joined, irregular shape, 24 x 48 3/4 inches. [Garvan p.50; Guthorn p.43]
7. Chart / of the / Coast of America / From / [Ge]orge’s Bank to Rhode Island / including / 
Nantucket Shoals &c. / From the latest Surveys / J. Norman Sc. Imprint: Printed for & Sold 
by Matthew Clark Boston Octbr. 1789. Sheet size: 19 ½ x 25 1/4 inches. With 9-line engraved 
endorsement from Osgood Carleton, and 6-line endorsement from three Branch Pilots, all with 
the surname Dagget. With an inset of Plymouth Bay, and five coastal profiles.
8. Chart / of  the / Coast of America / From / New York / to / Rhode Island / from the latest 
Surveys / J. Norman Sc. Imprint: Printed for and Sold by Mattw. Clark / Boston Octbr. 1789. 
Sheet size: 19 ½ x 24 3/4 inches. With 7-line engraved endorsement from Osgood Carleton, 
and 3-line endorsement from Thomas Barnard. With an inset of the East River, and four coastal 
profiles. [Ristow p.225]

 E.) Chart numbers 9 and 10, joined, irregular shape, 33 7/8 x 28 1/8 inches
9. Chart / of the / Coast of America / From / New York Harbour / to / Cape May. Imprint: 
Boston Published & Sold by Matthew Clark. Sheet size: 17 ¾ x 27 inches. With 4-line engraved 
endorsement. [Garvan p.50]
10. [Chart] / of the / Coast of America / From / Cape May / to / Machapungo Sound. Imprint: 
Boston Published & Sold by Matthew Clark. Sheet size: 17 1/8 x 25 inches. [Garvan p.49].

F.) Chart numbers 11 and 12, joined, irregular shape, 38 3/8 x 25 inches
11. Chart / of the / Coast of America / From / Cape Henry / to / Albermarle Sound. Imprint: Boston 
Published / and Sold by M Clark. Sheet size: 17 x 25 inches. With 4-line engraved endorsement. 
[Garvan p.49].
12. Chart / of  the / Coast of America / From / Albermarle Sound / to / Cape Lookout. Imprint: 
Boston Published & Sold by Matthew Clark. Sheet size: 22 7/8 x 19 inches. With 4-line engraved 
endorsement.



G.) Chart numbers 13 and 14, joined, irregular shape, 27 3/4 x 32 5/8 inches. [Garvan p.49; Guthorn 
p.96]

13. Chart of the Coast / of America from Cape / Fear to Cape Look Out / From the latest Surveys. 
Imprint: Boston Published / and Sold by M Clark. Sheet size: 25 x 18 inches. With large inset, 
titled A Plan of the Harbour / and Entrance / of Cape Fear and the / Shoals.
14. Chart / of / The Coast of America / From / Cape Fear to Helens / Sound. Imprint: Boston 
Published and Sold by M Clark. Sheet size: 27 ¾ x 16 1/2 inches. With 5-line engraved endorsement.

H.) Chart numbers 15 and 16, joined, irregular shape, 48 3/4 x 23 3/4 inches
15. Chart / of the / Coast of America / From the / Nd of St Augustin / to / Ayes Inlet. Imprint: 
Boston Published & Sold by Matthew Clark. Sheet size: 24 x 19 inches. With 3-line engraved 
endorsement.
16. Chart / of the / Coast of America / From / St Helens Sound / St Johns River. Imprint: Boston 
Published & Sold by Matthew Clark. Sheet size: 25 5/8 x 19 5/8 inches. With 4-line engraved 
endorsement.

I.) Chart numbers 17 and 18, joined, irregular shape, 39 5/8 x 25 inches [Garvan p.49]
17. Chart / of the / Coast of America / Through the / Gulph of Florida / To the Entrance of the / 
Gulph of Mexico. Imprint: Boston Published & Sold by Matthew Clark. Sheet size: 24 1/8 x 18 3/8 
inches. With 4-line engraved endorsement. 
18. Chart / of the / Coast of America / Thro the / Gulph / of / Florida. Imprint: Boston Published 
& Sold by Matthew Clark. Sheet size:16 7/8 x 25 inches.

J.) Dedication/endorsement leaf, 24 7/8 x 16 3/8 inches. [Garvan pp.45-48]
Recto: 17 lines of letterpress text, starting “To His Excellency, / John Hancock, esquire, / Governor 
and Commander in Chief of the Commonwealth / of Massachusetts. / …”, and ending “Sir, / Your 
most obedient, / Humble Servant, / Matthew Clark.”
Verso: text in five sections, under the following headings: I. Remarks / Upon the Navigation 
from Newfoundland to New-York … / … By Dr. Franklin; II. Directions for sailing between 
the Middle Ground and / the Horse Shoe, at the entrance of Cape Henry.; III. Setting of the 
Tides within the Capes of Delaware-Bay; IV. Tide-Table for Delaware-Bay; V. Advertisement 
(with text of endorsement) and manuscript signature in ink of Osgood Carleton, together with 
his manuscript correction.

All of the dedication/endorsement leaves signed in manuscript by Osgood Carleton, but this copy is 
one of four examples of the first issue of this leaf with the printed text corrected in manuscript. The 
sentence “These Charts, I believe to be the most accurate of any before published” has been corrected 
to read “these Charts, I believe to be more accurate than any before published.” The text continues 
with an explanation from Carleton that “Although these Charts are sold singly to some, and for that 
reason, a Certificate of the examination is engraven on each plate; yet as the whole are bound together 
in this Book, and have all passed the same inspection, it is presumed, that signing this [leaf] will be 
satisfactory, without putting my name to each particular chart.”
Beatrice B. Garvan ‘Matthew Clark’s Charts One Significant Example of Yankee Enterprise’ in Philadelphia 
printmaking American prints before 1860 … Edited by Robert F. Looney. (West Chester, Pennsylvania, 1976) 
pp.43-69; Guthorn pp. 7, 43 & 96; Phillips, Atlases 3667; Ristow, American Maps and Mapmakers p.224.
(#20761)	

Price on request



ARROWSMITH, Aaron (1750-1823). 
A Map Exhibiting all the New Discoveries in the Interior Parts of North America ... January 1st 1795 
Additions to 1802. 

London:  A. Arrowsmith, No. 24 Rathbone Place,  [1802] “January 1st 1795, Additions to 1802”. 
Engraved map on three sheets, if assembled would form a wall map measuring 50 x 62 inches. Fine 
period hand colouring in outline. A fine copy. 
A fine copy of an important large-scale map of North America: this issue noted as the most accurate 
map of the western portions of America to its date, used by Thomas Jefferson in planning the Lewis 
& Clark Expedition, and accompanying those explorers on their famous overland exploration.
It was this 1802 edition of Arrowsmith’s map that provided much of the information used in the 
planning of the Lewis and Clark expedition, and was also included in the very carefully selected 
travelling library which accompanied the expedition.  “This five-foot-wide chart is the largest and most 
influential map carried on the expedition. The second edition, with ‘additions to 1802’ containing new 
information given to Arrowsmith by Peter Fidler, a Hudson’s Bay Company employee, about the great 
bend of the Missouri and its headwaters, was the first to incorporate the topography of Mackenzie, 
Vancouver and Cook from their published travels and voyages” (Literature of Lewis & Clark).
At the planning stage, it was Arrowsmith’s specific location of the headwaters of the Missouri River 
that inspired the choice of the explorers’s route. “[Arrowsmith’s map of 1802] was considered to be 
the most accurate representation of the trans-Mississippi West up to that period, and was used by 
Thomas Jefferson, Meriwether Lewis, and William Clark in planning the Lewis and Clark expedition.  
Arrowsmith’s map reveals a single unbroken chain of mountains stretching north-south between the 
112th and 115th meridians of longitude. The upper Missouri River is highly generalized west of the 
Mandan villages.  Running in an east -west direction to its source near the headwaters of the Rio 
Grande and Colorado rivers, the course of the Missouri as delinaeated on this map led Jefferson and 
the expedition’s leaders to the erroneous belief that the Missouri River provided a shorter and more 
direct route to the Pacific coast than was actually the case” (Schwartz & Ehrenberg).
Arrowsmith first published his map in 1795, and, as was his custom with all his important maps, 
constantly updated the plates with new information, thus resulting in over a dozen issues of this map.  
This copy is the second issue of the 1802 edition, with a lake appearing east of the Juan de Fuca Strait 
and with the loop of the Red Deer River.
  
Aaron Arrowsmith was the founder of one of the leading London map publishing houses in the 
early part of the nineteenth century. He came to London about 1770 from Durham, his birthplace, 
and worked as a surveyor for John Cary. In 1790 he set up his own business in Long Acre and 
soon established an international reputation as a specialist in compiling maps recording the latest 
discoveries in all parts of the world. He produced, and constantly revised, a great number of large-
scale maps, many issued singly as well as in atlas form. After his death the business passed to his sons, 
Aaron and Samuel, and later to his nephew John who maintained his uncle’s reputation, becoming a 
founder member of the Royal Geographical Society.
The Literature of the Lewis and Clark Expedition  1b.2; Heckrotte, pp. 16-20; Rumsey 4189 (1811 issue) & 32 
(1814 issue); Stevens & Tree, “Comparative Cartography” 48d, in Tooley, The Mapping of America; Wheat 
Mapping the Transmississippi West, I:178; Tooley Map Collector’s Circle 68; Streeter Sale I:59; Mapping the 
West, pp. 78-79; Schwartz & Ehrenberg, Mapping of America, p. 221.
(#24980)	   

$ 40,000

20





BRADLEY, Abraham, Jr. (1767-1838). 
Map of the United States Exhibiting the Post Roads, the situations, connexions [sic.] & distances of post-
offices, stage roads, counties, & principal rivers. 

Washington, D.C. [engraved in Philadelphia by Francis Shallus]:  [circa 1812]. Engraved map, with 
full period hand-colouring, printed on four sheets, dissected into 32 sections and linen-backed, as 
issued. Map size: 38 1/4 x 53 inches. Folds into original half roan over marbled paper boards, flat spine 
divided into seven compartments by single gilt fillets and lettered in gilt in the second compartment. 
Modern morocco-backed cloth box. 
A monumental American map: this issue the first to be published following Louisiana statehood and 
in glorious full contemporary colouring.
The decade following the ratification of the Constitution was marked by enormous growth in the new 
nation.  Perhaps the greatest reflection of that development was in the Post Office.  In 1792 at the time 
of the creation of the Post Office, the nation included 6000 miles of post roads and 195 post offices; 
by 1800, just eight years later, there were 21,000 miles of post roads (a 250% increase) and 903 post 
offices (a 360% increase).  “From the beginning, the postal system needed to be visually profiled in 
detail. Accurate ‘working’ maps were needed for planning and operating mail routes, setting pickup-
and-delivery schedules, assisting postal workers in post offices and distribution centers in sorting, 
establishing new post offices, negotiating contracts with carriers, and educating Washington politicians 
responsible for overseeing the Post Office ... The task of creating the maps necessary to manage the 
rapidly growing U.S. postal system was assumed by Abraham Bradley” (Caldwell & Buehler).
Bradley, born in Litchfield, CT and trained as a lawyer, initially served as the clerk to first Postmaster 
General Timothy Pickering.  Among his duties was to compile information concerning the various 
routes of the nation.  By the time Joseph Habersham became the second Postmaster General in 
1795, Bradley, who was retained as the clerk, seems to have been well on his way to producing his 
great cartographic achievement.  Synthesizing information from both published maps (including 
Buell, McMurray, Carlton, Arrowsmith and Hutchins) as well as information drawn from surveys 
undertaken for the Post Office, Bradley published the first edition of his map in 1796.  That map, on 
a scale of 1:2,400,000,depicted the country as far west as the Mississippi, showing the location of 450 
post offices and their respective routes and including a large table titled “Progress of the Mail on the 
Main Line” at the lower right.  Three distinct issues of the 1796 edition have been identified, published 
between 1796 and 1800 (Wheat and Brun 128-130); additionally the northeast sheet only of the map 
seems to have been issued separately in 1796, constituting a fourth issue.  The differences between the 
issues is largely in the number of post offices shown as well as the changing geo-political landscape, 
i.e. the changing boundaries of existing states or the addition of new territories.
“Bradley’s 1796 map was soon rendered obsolete. The postal system had grown from about 450 
post offices as shown on Bradley’s 1796 map to 1,405 post offices in 1804.  More importantly, the 
1803 purchase of more than 800,000 square miles of the French Louisiana Territory had markedly 
expanded the country. On August 29, 1803, Bradley wrote to President Jefferson, ‘The great alterations 
which have taken place in the U.S. since my map was first published have rendered it of little use & 
I have for sometime suspended the sale.’ A full depiction of the expanded United States and the 
inclusion of its hundreds of new post offices were essential for future system planning and route 
contracting ... The new map was designed on a larger scale and with greater dimensions than the 
1796 map to accommodate wider geographic coverage and a denser postal network. In fact, at 98 cm 
x 132 cm on four sheets, it has over 50% more surface area. The expanded coverage encompasses the 
newly acquired Louisiana Territory as far as 19 degrees west of Washington, but the sparsely settled 
northern extremities of the United States (the Lake Superior country, for example) are not shown. The 
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geography of the Great Lakes is more accurately portrayed and far more detail is shown in the West 
than on the 1796 map. The nation’s expansion is indicated not only by the Louisiana Territory and its 
subsequent division into the Orleans Territory and the District of Louisiana (1804), but also by the 
new Mississippi (1798) and Indiana (1800) Territories. A small inset map of North America replaces 
the East Coast route chart included on the 1796 map” (Caldwell & Buehler).
Between 1804 and 1812, four issues of this map were published, again marked by additional 
information as well as changing boundaries.  The present example is the 1812 issue, the first following 
Louisiana statehood, which is identified and separately coloured. Among other changes, Louisiana 
Territory is renamed Missouri Territory and areas of Illinois and Mississippi Territory are divided 
into plotted townships for land sales. 
“Abraham Bradley’s landmark maps are the product of the first nationwide mapping conducted by the 
Federal government - unique representations of a young, vital, and expanding United States. In terms 
of the Post Office, the maps were management tools of the largest peace-time organization in early 
19th century America. The geography was current, interconnecting road networks were clear, many 
more towns were shown than on other contemporary maps, and the distances between towns gave a 
clear sense of scale. Abraham Bradley, through his organizational talent and his dogged dedication to 
the mission of the Post Office, helped bring an infant organization to operational maturity. The maps 
are evidence of that achievement. In terms of the nation, these maps lay open a picture of America’s 
regional population densities, level of infrastructure development, and extent of settlement, thereby 
revealing much about the economic, cultural, and political characteristics of numerous regional 
subsections of the country. The Bradley maps stand as significant markers in the story of America’s 
assumption of leadership of the mapping of North America...” (Caldwell & Buehler).
Caldwell & Buehler cite four complete copies of this rare 1812 issue: Library of Congress, Rumsey, 
University of Chicago, and the Clements Library.  We know of but one other.
America Emergent 30; Caldwell & Buehler, “Picturing a Networked Nation: Abraham Bradley’s Landmark U.S. 
Postal Maps” in The Portolan (Spring 2010); cf. Deak, Picturing America 212 (1796 issue); McCorkle, New 
England in Early Printed Maps, pp. 38-39; Phillips, A List of Maps of America, p. 874; Ristow, American Maps 
and Mapmakers, pp. 70-71; Rumsey 2929; Schwartz & Ehrenberg, The Mapping of America, p. 222; Wheat & 
Brun, Maps and Charts Published in America before 1800  130 (note).
(#25513)	   

$ 95,000





ALCEDO, Antonio de (1735-1812) and THOMPSON, G.A. 
[Atlas to Thompson’s Alcedo; or Dictionary of America & West Indies; Collated with all the most 
Recent Authorities, and Composed Chiefly from Scarce and Original Documents, for that Work, By A. 
Arrowsmith, Hydrographer to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 

London:  George Smeeton,  1816]. Large folio (26 1/4 x 20 1/2 inches). Small format (8 1/8 x 4 3/4 
inches) index leaf mounted on front pastedown, otherwise mounted on guards throughout, 5 wall 
maps, hand-coloured in outline, by Aaron Arrowsmith, on 19 double-page or folding engraved sheets, 
each numbered on a small early paper label pasted to the verso of each sheet (‘North America’ on 
three sheets [numbered ‘I’-’III’], ‘United States’ four sheets [‘IV’-’VII’], ‘Mexico’ four sheets [‘VIII’-
’XI’], ‘West Indies’ two sheets [‘XII’-’XIII’], ‘South America’ six sheets [‘XIV’-’XIX’]), extra-illustrated 
with a contemporary pen, ink and watercolour key map (sheet size:17 x 16 1/4 inches) laid down on 
a larger sheet of blank wove paper, the larger sheet mounted on the front free endpaper.  (Without 
letterpress title, various small separations to folds). Expertly bound to style in half diced russia over 
original marbled paper-covered boards, the borders between the leather and marbled paper on the 
covers marked with a decorative gilt roll, with the paper armorial book plate of the Earl of Dalhousie 
pasted onto the centre of the upper cover, the spine divided into eight compartments with semi-raised 
bands, the bands flanked by blind fillets, lettered in the second and fourth compartments, the others 
with a repeat decoration in gilt. Provenance: George Ramsay, 9th Earl of Dalhousie (1770-1838, 
lieutenant governor of Nova Scotia [1816-1820], governor-in-chief of British North America [1820-
1828], bookplates).
[With:] 
Antonio de ALCEDO (1735-1812). 
The Geographical and Historical Dictionary of America and the West Indies, Containing an Entire 
Translation of the Spanish Work of Colonel Don Antonio de Alcedo ... With Large Additions and 
Compilations .... 

London:  for James Carpenter [and others],  1812-1815. 5 volumes, quarto (10 1/2 x 8 3/8 inches). 
3pp. preliminary list of subscribers in vol.I. (Half-titles lacking). Contemporary russia, covers with 
outer border composed from triple fillets tooled in gilt, enclosing a decorative neo-classical roll in 
blind, spine in six compartments with semi-raised bands, the bands highlighted with a decorative roll 
in blind and flanked by double fillets in blind, lettered in gilt in the second and fourth compartments, 
the others with repeat decoration in gilt, gilt turn-ins, marbled edges.
The Dalhousie copy of the most important printed atlas of the Americas of its time, containing 
foundation wall maps of the region by the greatest British cartographer of his generation. This 
important copy with contemporary manuscript additions charting Sir John Franklin’s second Arctic 
expedition, possibly by Franklin himself. The atlas is accompanied by a lovely first edition set of the 
text of Thompson’s translation and expansion of Alcedo’s classic work on the Americas.
“Aaron Arrowsmith, Hydrographer to the King of England and Geographer to the Prince of Wales, 
was the most influential and respected map publisher of the first quarter of the nineteenth century 
... His role in cartographic production was to gather the best information available from a wide 
variety of sources, weigh the relative merits of conflicting data, and compile from this the most 
accurate depiction possible of an area. Arrowsmith accomplished this synthesis better than any other 
commercial map maker of his day and, as a result, his maps were the most sought after and highly 
prized on three continents” (Martin & Martin, p. 113). 
Arrowsmith specialised in large multi-sheet maps. These were generally separately-issued, and 
are now very scarce. His five great wall maps of the Americas were particularly well-received, and 
became “foundation or prototype maps of the area and were extensively copied by other publishers” 
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(Tooley). These five wall maps were of  North America (first 
published 1795), the United States (1796), the West Indies 
(1803), Mexico (1810), and South America (1810). They were 
generally republished many times, as new information became 
available.  Thomas Jefferson considered the 1803 edition the 
best map of the continent in print at the time, and it was used 
extensively in planning Lewis & Clark’s expedition (1805-
6). Likewise, the 1814 edition of the North America (offered 
here) was the first map to make use of Lewis & Clark’s map 
of the same year, and the first to combine Lewis & Clark and 
Zebulon Pike’s data onto one map.  
 
The Atlas to Thompson’s Alcedo is quite remarkable in that 
it contains all five of Arrowsmith’s foundation maps for the 
Americas gathered together, and bound into one volume. The 
Atlas was intended to accompany  Antonio de Alcedo’s The 
Geographical and Historical Dictionary of America and the West Indies ... With Large Additions and 
Compilations  (London: 1812-1815. 5 volumes, quarto), i.e. G.A. Thompson’s  English translation of  
Alcedo’s Diccionario geográfico-histórico de las Indias Occidentales ó América: es á saber: de los 
reynos del Perú, Nueva España, Tierra Firme, Chile, y Nuevo reyno de Granada. (Madrid: 1786-
1789).  
The present atlas is an early version, with the following maps:

1. A Map Exhibiting all the New Discoveries in the Interior Parts of North America ... A. 
Arrowsmith ... January 1st 1795 Additions to 1811 Additions to June 1814.  On three folding 
sheets, overall image area: 48 ¼ x 57 1/8 inches. (Browned). This copy with manuscript additions 
to the first sheet, in pencil, drawing in the discoveries made by Sir John Franklin in 1826 on the 
north coast between the mouths of the Mackenzie and Coppermine rivers, and marking the 
course of the Coppermine south-west towards Great Bear Lake [see below]. According to Stevens 
and Tree, “This map was repeatedly re-issued as new discoveries came to light.” The present sixth 
issue is the first to include the important discoveries made by Lewis and Clark during their trans-
American expedition. According to Rumsey, “This issue ... remaps the entire continent west of 
the Mississippi. The changes between this and the last edition are monumental” (p.12). Heckrotte 
TMC 6/87; Rumsey 32; Stevens & Tree 48 (f); Tooley MCC 68; Wheat 313.  
2. A Map of the United States of America Drawn from a number of Critical Researches By A. 
Arrowsmith ... Jan 1st 1796. Additions to 1802 [but watermarked 1811]. On four folding sheets, 
overall image area: 46 ¼ x 55 ½ inches.  Stevens and Tree’s fifth issue: “Many new place-names 
and rivers added. A copy of third issue had been observed with paper watermarked 1811 [as 
here].” Cf. Rumsey 3445 and 4309 (both later issues); Stevens & Tree 79 (e). 

3. A New Map of Mexico and adjacent provinces compiled from original documents by A. 
Arrowsmith ... 5th October 1810 [but watermarked 1811]. On four folding sheets, overall image 
area: 50 1/8 x 62 inches. First issue. Cf. Phillips p.408;  cf. Rumsey 2032 (last issue, of c.1825); cf. 
Streeter Texas 1046.  

4. Chart of the West Indies and Spanish Dominions in North America by A. Arrowsmith ... 1803 
... Additions to 1810. On two folding sheets, overall image area: 47 5/8 x 55 ½ inches. (Small tears 
to folds of first sheet). 



5. Outlines of the Physical and Political Divisions of South America: Delineated by A. Arrowsmith 
partly from scarce and original documents published before the year 1806 but principally from 
manuscript maps & surveys made between the years 1771 and 1806. Corrected from accurate 
astronomical observations to 1810 ... Published 4th January 1811 ... Additions to 1814. On six 
folding sheets, overall image area: 94 x 78 inches. (Offsetting, small tears to folds, the fifth sheet 
creased). The final sheet includes a large uncoloured inset of Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego and the 
Falklands.

In addition, the above maps are preceded by a contemporary manuscript key map. This is evidently 
professionally prepared, and may have been produced and bound-in by the Arrowsmiths in place 
of the usual title page, at the request of the owner of the atlas, the Earl of Dalhousie.  Dalhousie 
was appointed lieutenant governor of Nova Scotia in July 1816. He arrived in Halifax in October 
1816, equipped with “an intelligent and well-stocked mind, an exacting sense of duty, a readiness 
to command and an expectation of being obeyed ... Conscientious and full of curiosity ... With an 
appreciative eye for rugged scenery... , he adopted the habit of making frequent trips to the countryside” 
(Peter Burroughs, writing for the Dictionary of Canadian Biography). Given this lively interest in his 
new domain, it is safe to assume that the present work was often consulted by the lieutenant governor. 
After a relatively successful period in Nova Scotia, Dalhousie was appointed governor-in-chief of 
North America in April 1820. His period in office (from 1820 to 1828) spanned the opening burst 
of northwest passage explorations by the British Navy, events which the governor would have been 
duty-bound to follow closely. 
In Montreal, on Friday 24th August 1827, one of the early heroes of Arctic Exploration, Captain 
John Franklin was given an audience with Dalhousie. Dalhousie recorded the meeting in detail in 
his journal: “On Thursday Capt. Franklin arrived about 3pm and soon after took me aside to say, 
that he had brought his charts of the route of the expedition with him, & was ready to describe 
them whenever it might be agreeable. As it was late, we fixed on next day after breakfast and a most 
interesting forenoon we spent over them. He had several parts on large scale, starting from Fort 
William on Lake Superior, & proceeding to McKenzie’s river, Cape Anxiety and Fog island, where 
he was stopt & obliged to turn back. After these he shewed ... his general & principal chart, which 
comprehends only the country explored this last year, when he started from Fort Franklin on the 
Great Bear Lake, S.W. corner. ... The charts are beautifully executed by a Mr. Kendall, a young man of 
whom [Franklin] speaks very highly. He went over these giving the clearest description of the relative 
situations of the MacKenzie & Coppermine rivers, also that of the Rocky Mountains” (M. Whitelaw , 
editor. The Dalhousie Journals [Canada: 1982], vol.III, pp. 110-111).  
The manuscript additions to the first sheet in the present atlas (A Map Exhibiting all the New 
Discoveries in the Interior Parts of North America) suggest that it was used during this meeting. 
This first sheet of the whole of North America is on a large enough scale to have allowed Franklin 
to put his more localised charts in context, and in three areas Franklin’s discoveries are sketched in 
pencil and inscribed “Capt Franklin 1826.” These inscriptions appear to be in Franklin’s hand. The 
sketched geographical features record: 1. the coast to the west of the mouth of the MacKenzie River; 
2. the coast between the MacKenzie and Coppermine Rivers; and 3. the approximate course of the 
Coppermine River south-west towards Great Bear Lake. Following the meeting, Franklin continued 
back to Britain, arriving in September 1827 to universal acclaim. He was knighted in April 1829, in 
recognition of his achievements.
Lowndes I, 26; Sabin 683 (“Copies are sometimes found with an atlas of ... maps by Arrowsmith, but they are 
rare”); Cf. M. Whitelaw (editor) The Dalhousie Journals (Canada: 1982), vol.III, pp. 110-111.
(#23952)	   

$ 115,000



[FRENCH GUIANA] - Pierre-Bernard, Baron MILIUS (1773-1829), Auguste Nicolas VAILLANT 
(1793-1837), & E. BODIN. 
Extraordinary archive of large-scale manuscript maps and topographic views of French Guiana, 
accomplished by important French artists accompanying Baron Pierre-Bernard Milius to the remote 
region. 

[French Guiana:  1821-1824]. Together, 12 manuscript maps and views, plus one engraved map.  
Provenance: Baron Pierre-Bernard Milius (1773-1829). 
A fine manuscript cartographic record of Baron Milius’s scheme to establish a settlement near the 
mouth of the river Mana on the far west coast of French Guiana, including survey work by Auguste 
Vaillant.
“Milius first went to sea in 1786 on his father’s merchant ships.  He joined the navy in 1793 and in 
1800, as ‘lieutenant de vaisseau’ (lieutenant commander), was appointed to the Australian Expedition 
of Nicolas Thomas Baudin.  He served as [Jacques] Hamelin’s second-in-command on the Naturaliste 
and at Timor in 1801 was promoted ‘capitaine de frigate’ (commander)” (Howgego M44).  The 
importance of the Baudin Expedition cannot be overstated.  The 1800-1803 French expedition was 
the first to survey the western coast and much of the southern coast of Australia.  The Expedition 
harbored at Sydney from the end of April to mid-November 1802.  On the return, Baudin died of 
illness and command passed to Milius, who successfully brought the expedition back to France.  
Milius subsequently served as director of the port of Venice, returning to France in 1814; “after the 
restoration of the monarchy in 1815 [he] was appointed director of the port of Brest. He subsequently 
served as governor of Reunion (1818-21) and Guiana (1823-25), and in 1827 commanded the Scipion 
at the Battle of Navarino” (Howgego).
Milius’s service as governor of French Guiana was of particular importance.  Originally settled by 
France in the 17th century, the South American tropical region had been seized by Portugal in 1809.  
After its restoration to France, a renewed movement began to colonize the area.  Milius himself would 
be influential in seeking to create a penal colony at Mana and to oversee numerous surveys of the 
region to determine the feasibility and best places for colonization.
The present archive, from the collection of Baron Milius, dates from his time as the colonial governor 
of French Guiana and includes several magnificent, large-scale maps and views, including a masterful 
manuscript plan of Cayenne, as well as important manuscript maps of Mana and the Maroni River by 
Auguste Nicolas Vaillant (1793-1837).  
Together, this collection represents a stunning visual record of the culmination of Milius’s storied 
career.  Original primary source, manuscript material from Grand Voyage expeditions is of the 
utmost rarity and almost exclusively exists in French institutions.  Such material that does appear on 
the market is seldom able to leave France.  These newly-discovered drawings, from a critical period of 
French exploration, are of great historical value.
The collection is comprised of:

1) Auguste Nicolas VAILLANT (1793-1837). Pen, ink and wash original manuscript map titled 
Plan de la Partie du Maroni, Comprise Entre Son Embouchure Et le Parallêle Situé par 5 
[degrees] 7’.46”. de latde. N., Dressé par Augte. Niclo. Vaillant Ensgne. de Vau., pendant Son 
Voyage dant Ce Fleuve, pour le Service de la Commission Explorative de la Guyanne Française. 
[French Guiana: 1824]. Pen and black ink with grey watercolor wash on early 19th-century laid 
paper,  (‘M’ in a shield watermark, with ‘M’ countermark). Sheet size: 39 1/4 x 25 1/2 inches.

An attractive record of an important early survey of the border between French Guiana and Surinam.  
Auguste Vaillant served as aide-de-camp to Baron Milius and would subsequently command a voyage 

23





of circumnavigation aboard the corvette Bonite. He produced this detailed record of soundings and 
observations about habitation and natural features and hazards on the Rio Maroni: the importance of 
the work was recognised and he produced a ‘memoir’ describing the exploration. The Maroni which 
up until this survey was virtually unknown, served then and now as French Guiana’s border with 
Surinam on the west bank. The area surveyed includes a “Grand village Parêtlaii” on the approximate 
site of present-day Saint-Laurent du Maroni. As the title makes clear, this map was one of the results 
of an extensive survey carried out for the commission commanded by Baron Milius to explore French 
Guiana.

2) Auguste Nicolas VAILLANT (1793-1837).  An original manuscript map titled Croquis du 
cours de l’ Acarouani en de ses Affluence par Augte. Vaillant Ensgne. de Vau., Aide de Camp de 
Mr. le Bon. Milius. [French Guiana:] 17 Juillet 1824.  Pen and ink, on laid French Grand-Aigle 
paper (watermark: a crowned eagle). Sheet size 25 3/4 x 17 3/4 inches. 

A detailed chart of the course of the Acarouani River from its headwaters to its confluence with the 
Mana, just upstream from the town from where the town of Mana is now situated. 

3) H. PARENT. An original manuscript map, titled Plan de l’ancienne et nouvelle ville de 
Cayenne. [French Guiana:] 1821.  Pencil, pen-and-ink and watercolour, on laid French Grand-
Aigle paper (watermark of a crowned eagle watermark, with indistinct countermark). Sheet size: 
24 1/8 x 35 1/16 inches.

A beautifully-finished plan showing the proposed new layout for the capital, apparently following 
the plans drawn up by the surveyor Sirdey, the “arpenteur royal.” This plan marks the moment when 
Cayenne became a modern colonial capital, and is a fascinating and important document in the 
history of the development of Cayenne. The proposed expansion was only possible because of the 
amount of land that had been reclaimed by the engineering works which began in 1777. Using convict 
labour, the draining of the marshy land around the old town and the resulting Canal Laussat (shown 
on this plan) was also finished in 1821.  The Old Town (“Ancienne Ville”) lies at left; the New Town 
(“Nouveau Ville”) at right.  It is interesting to note how much of the lay out suggested here is still in 
existence, although very few of the streets have retained their names - the Rue de Choiseuil is now the 
Avenue du général de Gaulle, for instance. 

4) Captain BONNE.  An original manuscript engineering drawing, titled Plan d’un Débarcadour 
en charpente, projeté pour le Port de Cayenne.  Executé sous l’administration de Mr. le Baron 
Milius. [French Guiana:] March 1823. Pen-and-ink and watercolour wash, on laid paper 
(watermark of an ‘M’ in a shield, ‘M’ countermark). Sheet size: 26 3/8 x 40 inches. Further 
inscribed “Vue et Approuvé” by Baron Milius, with his signature and the date 27 Mars 1823, and 
also signed by Bonne “Le capn. au corps Royal du genie militaire.”

Four engineering drawings on one large sheet of a proposed boat dock in Cayenne: top elevation, side 
elevation, and two details. 

5) [Captain BONNE].  An original manuscript engineering drawing, titled Plan d’un Débarcadour 
en charpente, projeté pour le Port de Cayenne.  [French Guiana : circa 1823]. Pen, ink and 
watercolour wash, on laid French Grand-Aigle paper (watermark of a crowned eagle clutching 
thunderbolts in each foot, Montgolfier / Annonay countermark). Sheet size: 26 1/4 x 38 ½ inches.  

A more finished version of the previous drawing.
6) Captain BONNE.  An original manuscript engineering drawing, titled Projet d’un Pont 
de débarquement en charpente à construire vis-à-vis le Bureau du Port, à Cayenne. [French 
Guiana, 1823.]  Pen, ink and watercolour wash, on laid French Grand-Aigle paper (watermark 
of a crowned eagle clutching thunderbolts in each foot, Montgolfier / Annonay countermark). 
Signed by Bonne. Sheet size: 25 x 19 1/8 inches.



Detailed engineering plan of a bridge from a disembarking point to the mainland, near the Bureau 
du Port in Cayenne.

7) Captain BONNE. An original manuscript architectural drawing, titled Plan de l’Hôpital 
militaire projeté à Cayenne. [French Guiana, circa 1823].  Pen, ink and watercolour wash, on 
laid paper (watermark of an ‘M’ in a shield, ‘M’ countermark). Sheet size: 24 3/4 x 38 5/8 inches. 
Signed by Bonne “Le capn. du genie.”

 
A fine architectural drawing of the new wing of the military hospital in Cayenne.  5 parts on one 
sheet, as follows: Floor plan of the new and existing wings; elevation of the new and existing wings 
which shows the changes to the latter; two cross sections, and an elevation of the existing wing before 
modification. 

8) [Captain BONNE]  An original manuscript architectural drawing, titled Caserne pour 
6 compagnies d’infanterie, projetée a Cayenne. [French Guiana, circa 1823]. Pen, ink and 
watercolour wash, on 19th century wove paper. Sheet size: 20 3/8 x 26 1/4 inches. 

Expertly drawn architectural plan for a barracks for “six companies of infantry” at Cayenne. Consists 
of elevations of three facades, a cross section, and a plan of the main floor.

9) E. BODIN. An original drawing titled in a cartouche Vue du Port de la Nouvelle Angoulême. 
[French Guiana:] July 1824.  Pencil and brown wash panorama, with black ink ruled border, on 
two joined sheets of laid Dutch Royal paper (‘Vande Ley’ watermark with countermark of the 
figure of Fortune on a globe with ‘VDL’ monogram beneath), signed ‘E. Bodin del.’ in black ink 
in lower right corner. Sheet size: 16 inches x 46 3/4 inches.

A beautifully observed and executed view of this newly-established experimental colonial settlement.  
The village is shown from the opposite bank of the Mana River, from approximately eye-level.  Shown 
within a tropical landscape are eight buildings, five of which appear to be private dwellings, two public 
buildings, and one (at far left) a store or warehouse.  The next plan by Bodin (see below), includes the 
information that he was an Ingénieur Géographe de Militaire. 

10) Captaine BRACHE. An original pen, ink and watercolour map, titled Crique Portal depuis 
son embouchure jusqu’a 40 lieues.  Exploration de Mr. le Capne. Brache en Juillet en Aout 1824.  
d’apres les ordres de Mr. le Baron Milius commandt. et administratr. de la Guyane Fe. pour le 
Roi.  [French Guiana: 1824]. Pen and ink map of the course of the river with large watercolour 
vignette of the rapids of St. Bernard, within a black wash border, on laid French Grand-Aigle 
paper (watermark of a crowned eagle clutching thunderbolts in each foot, with ‘Montgolfier / 
Annonay’ countermark). Sheet size 25 1/4 x 35 inches. 



Shows the course of the Crique Portal, a tributary of the Rio Maroni that runs roughly from southwest 
to northeast, specifically designed to show in large inset a series of rapids (Saul St. Bernard) that 
obstruct navigation on the river.

11) E. BODIN & Mr. LAINÉ. An original chart,  titled in a cartouche Plan de l’embouchure 
de la Mana levé et dressé par ordre de Monsieur le Baron Milius commandant a la Guyane 
pour le Roi par les Officiers de la Goelette de sa Majesté l’Artésienne sous la direction de Mr. 
Lainé commandant la station de Cayenne, conjointement avec Mr. Bodin ingénieur géographe 
militaire. [French Guiana:] July 1824. Pen, ink and watercolour chart with soundings marked in 
black and red, title cartouche and explanatory index on a trompe-l’oeil sheet of paper, all within 
black ink ruled border, on two joined sheets of laid paper (watermark: an ‘M’ in a shield, with an 
‘M’ countermark). Sheet size: 24 5/8 x 46 1/8 inches. 

A finely-presented manuscript nautical chart of an area of the utmost importance to the settlers on 
the banks of the Mana, in the far north west of French Guiana.  Numerous soundings are given and 
the title cartouche is enriched by the inclusion of two ‘cornucopias’ overflowing with pineapples, 
mangos, paw-paw, avocado, banana and tropical flowers. A preparatory drawing for the following:

12) E. BODIN & Mr. LAINÉ. An original chart,  titled in a cartouche Plan de l’embouchure de 
la Mana levé et dressé par ordre de Monsieur le Baron Milius commandant a la Guyane pour 
le Roi par les Officiers de la Goelette de sa Majesté l’Artésienne sous la direction de Mr. Lainé 
Commandant la Station de Cayenne, conjointement avec Mr. Bodin Ingénieur Géographe de 
Militaire. [French Guiana:] July 1824.  Pen, ink and watercolour chart with soundings marked in 
black and red, title cartouche and explanatory index on a trompe-l’oeil sheet of paper, all within 
black ink ruled border, on two joined sheets of laid French Grand-Aigle paper, signed ‘E. Bodin 
D[irex]it.’ in red ink in lower right corner (crowned eagle, with indistinct countermark). Sheet 
size: 24 1/8 x 44 3/4 inches.

A more highly finished variant to the above, with additions and corrections and signed by Bodin.
13) GRESSIER.  Plan de l’Embouchure de la Rivière de Cayenne et des Mouillages Extérieurs 
Levé  en Mars 1820, dans la Campagne de la Corvette la Bayadère et du Brick Le Favori, par 
M. M. Gressier Ingénieur Hydrographe de la Marine ... Sous les Ordres et  la Direction de M. 
le Baron Roussin ... Chef de l’Expédition.  Paris: Dépòt-général de la Marine, 1822.  Black and 
white copper-engraving. Sheet size: 27 1/2 x 40 1/8 inches.

A fine engraved marine chart, almost contemporary with the manuscript plans and drawings above. 
It shows Cayenne and its vicinity in detail,  and includes an inset of the Iles du Salut (including the 
infamous Devil’s Island).
Howgego M44 & V1.
(#18496)	   

$ 185,000





PERRIS, William (Active mid-19th century). 
Map of the City of New York. 

New York:  Published by the Surveyor William Perris 93 William Street [copyright registered in 
1850 by Perris & Hutchinson],  1850-51. Wall map on two sheets joined, lithographed by Mayer & 
Korffs, contemporary hand-colouring. Large inset view of the city from Governor’s Island, 8 lists of 
references, ornamental border. (Backed onto archival linen and edged with burgundy silk). Sheet size: 
36 x 49 inches. 
A very rare mid-19th century large-scale map of New York published to be hung in the city’s fire 
stations.
The map extends from the tip of Manhattan as far north as 42nd Street.  The general key lists 24 
different symbols used to identify churches, schools, hotels, places of amusement, public buildings, 
newspaper offices, parks, cemeteries, etc. The New York and Harlem Railroad runs down Fourth 
Avenue while the Hudson River Railroad approaches via Tenth Avenue and West Street.  Numerous 
individual sites are marked and indexed under various lists of references: “Places of Amusement” 
(American Museum, Broadway Theatre, Chinese Museum, etc.); “Public Buildings etc.” (City Hall, 
Hall of Records, Croton Aqueduct department, Prison, etc.); “Colleges, Universities and Literary, 
Scientific and Benevolent Institutions” (Columbia College, American Art Union, Home for the 
Friendless, etc); “Banks” (American Exchange, Bank of New York, Bank of America, etc.); “Markets” 
(Washington, Fulton, etc.); “Hotels” (Delmonicos’, Tammany Hall, Carlton House, etc); “Churches” 
(Reformed Dutch, Friends, Jews, Unitarian, etc.) and “Public Grounds” (The Battery, Union Square, 
Madison Square, etc). Of particular interest is a hachured line marking in the river adjacent to the 
Battery depicting the boundary of the ‘Proposed Enlargement’ - i.e. present-day Battery Park. 
However, the most important element of this map is its association with fire fighting in New York.  
The locations of each of the city’s engine, hose and hook-and-ladder houses is shown and the city is 
clearly divided into eight numbered fire districts via a bold red line.
By the end of the first half of the 19th century, as the city of New York entered a time of industrial 
development and rapid population growth, the frequency of devastating fires had escalated.  “The 
rivalry which had always existed between the crews of the various engines had, year by year, grown 
more intense, and when the fire alarm brought them out, it was almost certain that there would be a 
collision, ending in blows, and often in a free fight” (Stokes, III:p. 559).  The many volunteer companies 
in the city all responded to the same alarm, regardless of the location of the fire.  Concurrently, the 
more frequent use of horse-drawn steam engines (as opposed to hand pumps pulled by a team of 
men) racing through the city yielded numerous accidents, with several fatalities.  These two factors 
prompted the Common Council in 1850 to propose dividing the city into eight fire districts, with 
specific alarm bells indicating the district location of the fire, and with only the fire companies in 
those and the neighboring districts allowed to respond.  This ordinance was passed and approved by 
the Mayor on 25 November 1850, with the ordinance to take effect on the 1st of January 1851.
That very same year engineer and surveyor William Perris began working on a comprehensive series 
of fire insurance maps of New York. “George T. Hope is generally credited with having fostered the 
idea of specialized and detailed fire insurance maps in the United States. Around 1850 Hope, who 
was at the time secretary of the Jefferson Insurance Company, began to compile a large-scale map of 
a portion of New York City for use in calculating fire risks. He engaged William Perris, an engineer 
trained in England, to make the surveys. To ensure that the proposed map would include all essential 
information, Hope formed a committee of fire insurance officials to direct the project” (Ristow).  
Perris’s series of maps would be published between 1852 and 1855 in seven volumes, and have the 
distinction of being the first fire insurance maps of the city.
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The present wall map, however, precedes the publication of those maps.  While the exact publication 
history of this map is unknown, it seems likely given Hope and Perris’s association with the city’s fire 
officials, that when the ordinance to divide the city into fire districts was passed, this map of the city 
which clearly depicts those divisions was proposed.  The only contemporary reference to this map is 
in the minutes of the Common Council for 10 December 1850, wherein it is ordered that 150 copies 
of Perris’s map be purchased and that a copy “be furnished to each engine, hose, and hook-and-ladder 
company” (quoted in Stokes).  It is unlikely that many more copies of this wall map were published, 
and given the seal of the city in the cartouche, the dedication to the Mayor and Common Council, and 
the date of 1850-51 (spanning the time between the passage of the ordinance and its taking effect), 
that this map was effectively underwritten by the Common Council for use in the city’s fire stations.
This map is a significant rarity.  It is unrecorded in any of the usual references on the mapping of New 
York and OCLC locates only a single example in the New York Public Library.
(#24758)	   

$ 35,000



LOWE, Theodore H. and Francis F. BRUNÉ. 
Map of Clear Creek County, Colorado. Drawn and compiled by Theo. H. Lowe and F.F. Bruné, C.E., 
Idaho, Colorado, Ter. 

Louisville:  Hart and Mapother Lithographers,  1866. Lithographed map on six sheets unjoined, 
period hand-colouring in outline, three inset views (two attributed to be after Alfred E. Mathews), 
within an ornamental border (backed onto linen at an early date, inked library stamp on verso). Sheet 
size: 75 x 55 1/2 inches (if joined). 
An incredible, large-scale wall map of Clear Creek County, Colorado published less than a decade 
after the discovery of gold in the mining district and at the very outset of the area’s settlement: a 
significant Colorado cartographic and mining rarity.
Clear Creek County, located approximately 30 miles west of Denver, was one of the original 17 
counties of Colorado Territory created in 1861.  Settlement in the region, however, began in 1859 
during the Pike’s Peak Gold Rush, when prospectors settled along Clear Creek hoping to strike it rich.
The large scale of this breathtaking map, projected at two thousand feet to the inch, allows for incredible 
detail of the county to be shown in the earliest years of its existence.  The county is divided into 32 
named districts, with a large unnamed area in the southeastern corner of the region.  Mountains 
are named and beautifully shown via soft hachuring.  Towns and creeks are identified, as are the 
wagon roads to Denver and Central City and numerous trails through the mountain passes.  The 
proposed route of the Pacific railroad is clearly shown following the course of Clear Creek though 
Idaho to George Town, then back along Clear Creek and through Berthoud Pass to the northwest.  
Larger ranches are named (particularly in the more remote areas), and several businesses, including 
hotels, groceries and even a bathhouse, are located.  The detail on the map, however, is most evident 
respecting the county’s mining resources, with over 125 individual lodes located and named, plus 
over 25 quartz mills and several  saw mills in addition.  Most of the lodes are closely congregated 
along the Clear Creek west of the town of Idaho.  
At each of the lower corners of the map are inset views attributed to be after Alfred E. Mathews based 
on the style and the presence of similar images in his 1866 Pencil Sketches of Colorado.  In the lower 
right corner is a view of Idaho Springs, titled “Idaho The County Seat of the Clear Creek County / 
Taken from the Illinois Bar” (the county seat moving to Georgetown the year following this map); 
plate 12 of Pencil Sketches includes a similar view of the town, though from a vantage point south of 
the town rather than east as in the present view.  In the lower left corner is a view of the region north 
of the town of Empire, titled “Upper Empire and Silver Mountain”; while this view did not appear 
in Pencil Sketches, Matthews did depict the town of Empire nearby (Pencil Sketches, plate 13). The 
third inset is an untitled cross-section view of the interior of a working mine, showing a shaft with an 
adit.  A key, located to the left of the mining view, identifies the symbols used on the map and below 
the key is a listing of the county’s mountains with elevations above Denver, with their respective 
elevations given.
Theodore H. Lowe and Francis F. Bruné came to Colorado during the Pike’s Peak Gold Rush of 1859.  
It is assumed that both were trained surveyors, and Lowe seems to have been employed for a time 
by the U.S. Geological Survey.  A printed note in the upper left corner of the decorative cartouche 
confirms that Lowe and Bruné compiled this impressive map from actual “instrumental surveys” in 
1865.  Lowe would be commissioned a deputy mineral surveyor in Colorado Springs in 1872, with 
Brune receiving the same commission in Leadville in 1878.  The 1879 Leadville directory lists Bruné 
as the City Engineer.  
Lowe’s contribution to the development of mining in the region is noted in Frank Hall’s early history 

25





of the state. “The first discoverer of gold in this region [i.e. Cripple Creek in El Paso County], and also 
the first to develop the vein formation, was Theodore H. Lowe, a noted mining engineer and surveyor. 
In October, 1881, ten years prior to any settlement at Cripple Creek, while subdividing some pastoral 
lands for his uncle, William W. Womack, of Kentucky, in the western part of El Paso county, Mr. Lowe 
found a detached block of what appeared to be float quartz. Breaking off a fragment, he took it to Prof. 
E. E. Burlingame, the leading assayer of Denver, for analysis, and in due time received a certificate 
stating that it contained at the rate of $166.23 gold per ton. Encouraged by this result, he returned to 
the spot and began searching for the outcrop of the vein whence the ‘blossom’ had been eroded, and 
at length found it. Locating thereon a claim called the ‘Grand View,’ he sunk a shaft ten feet deep, as 
required by law, and recorded the location in the office of the county clerk at Colorado Springs” (Hall, 
History of the State of Colorado, [Chicago: 1895], vol.IV, p. 102).
In 1881, Lowe would produce an additional map of the region (titled “Map of the Mining Districts 
surrounding the Townsite of Idaho-Springs”), this time depicting just a portion of the county but on a 
similar large scale and with a version of the view of Idaho from his 1866 map. (See Streeter sale 2202).
We locate but two other known copies of this very rare 1866 Clear Creek County map (Denver Public 
Library and University of Colorado, Boulder [copies at Bancroft and Colorado Historical Society 
listed by OCLC are photocopies of originals]) and find no copies of the map ever appearing at auction.
Not in Phillips, A List of Maps of America,
(#24766)	   

$ 45,000
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